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Trust, Holy Trinity is hosting an exhibition telling the story
of the contribution of the people of Stratford-upon-Avon to
the Great War. Other significant events will be happening
in the church so make sure you do not miss them.
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Remembering
November is a significant ‘Month of Remembering’. This
year will be no exception, and yet our remembering will
be even more poignant with it being the commemoration
year of the Armistice, marking the end of the First World
War, and seeing Holy Trinity Church host some wide
ranging opportunities to mark the occasion.
Remembering is an important spiritual and ethical
practice. It is right to remember. It is important to
remember. It is right and important because to deny the facts of events, or to forget them is an assault
upon the truth. It is an erasure.
Often, we want to forget and to pretend that some things never happened, so that we can maintain a
sense of our own moral purity, either as nations, or as individuals. Let it go. Get over it. Move on these so often are the glib responses to trauma and tragedy today. However, such prescriptions are akin
to cheap and ineffective painkillers designed to keep us from the hard work of remembrance.
Humanity’s natural default is to want to avoid responsibility and what that would mean. Yet such
avoidance is deception, because trauma and tragedies, and especially the horrors of conflict and war,
have all happened.
“Remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt, and the LORD, your God redeemed you; for this
reason, I lay this command upon you today.” (Deuteronomy 15:15)
In the Bible, the Old Testament writer commands Israel over and over to remember. In the same way, it
commands us to remember what God has done, to remember one’s own failings, to remember one’s
own history of slavery – to violence, to selfish ambition, to scapegoating others, to sin.
Within the Church, we have developed liturgies, prayers and rituals to help our remembering. Some of
these will aid us in our acts of remembrance when we commemorate All Souls Day, and our special
service of remembering the departed (Nov 4), where we take the time to remember loved ones who
have died. When we commemorate Remembrance Sunday (Nov 11), recalling the sacrifice of those
who died in the service of their country, and for all affected by war and conflict. And this year on the
same Sunday, marking the Armistice - the eleventh hour of the eleventh day, of the eleventh month.
Yet for Christians, the most spiritually significant act of remembrance we commemorate is through our
participation in the Eucharist - the ultimate act of remembering. For here we remember
and spiritually enter into the death and the resurrection of Jesus. We remember the
teachings, the life, example and the work of Jesus, who through the cross and
resurrection, frees us from slavery to sin and death. In fact, one of the most important
things we can ever do as Christians is to “Remember.”
When we remember, the power of the past comes into the present. Whether it be the terror and
tragedy of wars past fought; or the joy of our memories of a loved family member or friend evoked by a
photograph. The past impacts our present and shapes our future when we take the time to remember.
God has given us a very special ability, the ability to remember. Let us be sure to use such an
opportunity to strengthen our relationship with God, and with one another.
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SUNDAY SERVICES IN NOVEMBER

Holy Trinity Church
Sunday 4 November
8.00am Holy Communion
10.00am All Age Eucharist “Stratford Remembers”
6.00pm All Souls’ Tide
Parish Centre No service in the Parish Centre
SUNDAY 11 November, Remembrance Sunday
8.00am Holy Communion
10.00am Civic Service — 10.50am Garden of Remembrance
6.00pm Parish Eucharist
Parish Centre No service in the Parish Centre
SUNDAY 18 November, 2nd Sunday before Advent
8.00am Holy Communion
10.00am Parish Eucharist
6.00pm Choral Evensong
Parish Centre 10.00am TrinityCentre@10
Rosebird Centre 10.00am HolyTrinity@Rosebird
Methodist Church 6.00pm Open to God — Taizé style service
SUNDAY 25 November, Christ the King
8.00am Holy Communion
10.00am Food4Thought with Baptism Candles
6.00pm Holy Communion BCP
Parish Centre 10.00am TrinityCentre@10

St Helen’s, Clifford Chambers
SUNDAY 4 November, 9.30am Family Worship
SUNDAY 11 November, 10.45am Holy Communion
SUNDAY 18 November, 9.30am Morning Worship
SUNDAY 25 November, No morning worship — 6pm All Souls’

All Saints’, Luddington
SUNDAY 4 November, 9.30am Holy Communion BCP Patronal Festival
SUNDAY 11 November, 9.30am Holy Communion
SUNDAY 18 November, 9.30am Holy Communion
SUNDAY 25 November, 9.30am Holy Communion

5

WORSHIP NOTES NOVEMBER
Sunday 4th November
We celebrate All Saints’ Day at Luddington, their Patronal Festival (9.30am).
At Holy Trinity at 6pm our focus turns to All Souls-tide, with a Service of Prayer and Thanksgiving in
Loving Memory of the Departed. The names of those we wish to remember are read out at this moving
service with beautiful choral music and the opportunity to light a candle. This year we are joined by a
special guest preacher, the Rev. Dr. Sandra Millar, Head of Projects and Developments for the Church of
England. Part of her work is to encourage parishes to be better at taking funerals and connecting with
mourners. She also promotes a more healthy approach to talking about dying and bereavement.
The choir will also be singing at a similar service for the departed at St. Helen’s on 25 November at 6pm
(note there is no 9.15am service that day).
Vigil Service for Remembrance
On Saturday 10 November at Holy Trinity at 7pm there will be a unique and very
special vigil service to lead us into Remembrance Sunday itself. With music from the
choir and the opportunity to light a candle to remember the fallen of the Great War, this
promises to be a profound occasion.
Remembrance Sunday, 11 November
Conveniently, on this 100th Anniversary, Remembrance Sunday falls on 11 November, the day of the
Armistice. This year we continue the new arrangement, with the Civic service in church taking place at
10am, i.e. before the Act of Remembrance in the Garden of Remembrance.
I would like to encourage parishioners to come and participate in the service in the church as well as the
Garden in order to witness to the fact that the Gospel of Jesus is relevant to the people of our town and
the world today. We also have the opportunity to offer hospitality to those in the Garden as we shall be
serving coffee in the Parish Centre after the Act of Remembrance.
Due to access issues there will be no TrinityCentre@10 service on this day. However, our “Stratford
Remembers” season begins with a special All Age Eucharist at 10am on 4 November in Holy Trinity.
At All Saints’ there is a 9.15am Remembrance Sunday Eucharist and at St. Helen’s a special service
starting at the war memorial at 10.45am.
25 November is the feast of Christ the King, the last Sunday of the church year.
A date for your diary for December - 6pm on 2 December is the Advent Carol
Service followed by mulled wine. Not to be missed!

TRINITY LADIES
Following our summer break, we met on 19 September when Ursula Russell came to speak about her
work and experiences as Deputy Lord Lieutenant. It was most interesting and Ursula, helped by Phil
Harper, showed us many pictures and explained what her work entailed and the
inspirational people she met. Thank you so much, Ursula, if you are reading this - we
did enjoy the afternoon and are full of admiration for all you do so capably!
We are looking forward to our October meeting when Sarah from GAGA is coming to
tell us why our churchyard trees are warmly wrapped in knitting every winter, and
what happens to all the squares afterwards.
Our November meeting will be our AGM to be held on Wednesday 21 November at
2pm in the Parish Centre. We do need more people to go on the committee and take
on some jobs - we especially need a Speakers’ Secretary to plan our 2020 programme
(2019 is already organised) and we also need a Secretary when Sheila Wolstenholme
steps down after several years in the role. Our new Chair will be Gina Lodge. So we look forward to
seeing all members and any visitors on 21 November and please do let me or Gina know if you can help
in any way.
All good wishes, DIANE PATTERSON
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Rather than sending cards to members of
CHRISTMAS CARD AMNESTY
the congregation, people are invited to
make a donation towards our three
Christmas charities: Mar Ephraim School in
Bethlehem; St. Basils which helps young
people; Christians Against Poverty (CAP),
and have their names printed in the
December/January edition of Trinity Times.
Collect an envelope from me, Felicity
Howlett, at back of church and then the
money can either be given back to me or
left in the Parish Office. Please write on the
back of the envelope your name/s as you
wish them to appear in the magazine and do not forget to delete, as applicable, the Gift Aid section.

You are requested not to put envelopes into the collection plate as the money needs to be kept separate
for the Christmas Charities and I need to have the names to print in the December magazine.
If you are using your own envelope please mark clearly on it that the money is for the Christmas Card
Amnesty and do not forget to add your name.
Many thanks.
More information from Felicity Howlett (01789 507 008) or fahowlett37@gmail.com

SMARTPHONE NEEDED FOR SERVICES
This may seem a bit of a strange headline, but have you a, not too old, smartphone lurking around your
house that you no longer use? Last Christmas we broadcast some of our services
on Facebook live and as part of our five year plan we would like to do this
regularly. To do this we need a smartphone that we can connect to Facebook and
film the services live.
To have decent image and sound we need a phone with a good camera and
microphone. Ideally we need something like an iPhone 7 or Samsung Galaxy S7,
or more recent model. If you think that you have such a phone and would be
willing to donate it please contact Phil Harper:-(phil@stratford-upon-avon.org,
07791005696).
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Identity and Breaking the Cycle of Violence
Patrick’s reflections on a three day Pilgrimage to Northern Ireland with Justin Welby
In February this year I was privileged to go on a pilgrimage with the Archbishop of Canterbury (and sixty
other clergy!) to Northern Ireland. Our journey included Belfast, Derry/Londonderry as well as
Corrymeela. It took place as part of a leadership development programme I am on, and was intended to
stretch our horizons through experience of very real issues of justice and reconciliation, in places where
these things really matter.

Having met people on both sides of the “The Troubles” I came home reflecting on a question: what gives
us our identity? We can find it easier to say what we’re not rather than who we are. Our personal and
social identities are often based (sometimes subconsciously) on whom we exclude. Religion, language
and history have all tended to produce a “them and us” mentality. Something I discovered during the
pilgrimage is the significance of identity, and how powerful the role of victim can be in establishing a
shared identity with others. Claiming the space of the oppressed victim can give people a strong sense of
justification for their response, especially if it is one of anger, revenge or violence. I heard phrases like
“we were just trying to defend our families and our right to be here, when they attacked us”.
This is not an issue limited to the violence we have seen in Northern Ireland of course. A culture of
victimhood can often be seen in our society. Christians are not immune from this. One of the key and
most striking insights I gained from the trip was that Christians sometimes tend to place themselves in the
role of the victim. We prefer Good Friday to Easter Day. The
theologian James Alison, who draws on the philosophy of Rene
Girard, points out that this stems back to Israel’s view of itself as the
victim nation*. “How long shall my enemy be exalted over me?” asks
Psalm 13. As we read the New Testament, it can be easier to
empathise with Jesus the oppressed victim of human injustice, rather
than Jesus the risen Son of God.
Justin Welby looking
towards Bogside

The identity of victimhood is essentially about power, or rather a
sense of powerlessness. Based on the idea of being identical, identity
can often arise from our feelings of anxiety concerning the things that threaten us, a desire for someone to
protect us from the people we fear. When we feel powerless, we are more likely to be drawn to the
identity of the victim, along with others who feel the same.
Churches can easily be drawn into this. For example, I was recently asked to sign a petition organised by
a Christian charity which claimed to be fighting against the rise of “Christianophobia” in the UK. I refused,
on the basis that it was attempting to place Christians in the role of victim in our society. I think this is
unhelpful because it then prompts us to look for who might be on
the other side, the perpetrators of the oppression, and so
immediately creates a “them and us” mindset.
Of course there are those who are genuine victims of injustice.
The most powerful experience of the pilgrimage for me was a visit
to the scene of the “Bloody Sunday” killings in Derry. We met a
young man who showed us a photo of an unarmed protestor lying
dead on the pavement, having been shot by British soldiers on that Justin Welby looking at the site of
Bloody Sunday
terrible day in 1972 (the year I was born, incidentally). He said
“this is my grandfather, and we still want justice.” For me this was
no longer just history: it was personal for him, and so I had become involved too. Following the
conclusion of the Bloody Sunday enquiry in 2010, David Cameron who was Prime Minister at the time
made a statement to Parliament, saying "what happened on Bloody Sunday was both unjustified and
unjustifiable”. The world is full of innocent victims who have been powerless to prevent their suffering at
the hands of others. However, when the role of the victim can be too easily claimed by those who are in
situations which involve complex relationships, there is a danger this identity will prevent, rather than
enable peace and reconciliation.
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Following the pilgrimage I have been reflecting on two important responses Christians can make
when faced with a culture of identity through victimhood.
Firstly, it’s important to recognise that actually we’re all perpetrators, in some way, of injustice and
oppression. Whether it’s the products we buy at the shops or our collusion with language which
emphasises the identity of the “other” (“they’re not like us!”) we have all contributed to the
exclusion of other people. The problem is that this is a truth we don’t want to be uncovered. In a
predominantly middle-class church like Holy Trinity Stratford-upon-Avon, conscious of our good
education, appreciation of culture and common decency, we don’t like to admit that just below the
surface we all have prejudices. Our fear of the unknown makes us want to protect our own to the
exclusion of the other. I realised, having returned home from Ireland, that it had actually been an
experience that made me frightened. Not because of anything frightening I had witnessed whilst
there, but having seen the violence people are capable of in a society very similar to my own, in my
own lifetime, a fear that it could happen on my own doorstep. Segregation exists in some way in
virtually all communities in the UK and we do see violence from time to time (e.g. the riots that took
place in English cities in August 2011).
The second aspect of a Christian response is to recognise Jesus as the one who breaks the cycle of
violence. Jesus is a true victim. He was totally innocent of any wrongdoing yet suffered because of
violence fuelled by fear in other people. What enables Jesus to
break the cycle is that he alone is able to respond to being a
victim without any instinct for revenge or retribution. In other
words he forgives. This doesn’t mean a simplistic “don’t worry, it
doesn’t matter”. Rather, his response is to refuse to respond with
anger or violence, but to continue to seek the good of the
perpetrators. He continues to love. Forgiveness also doesn’t
My group beside a Peace Wall
mean the effects of the wrongdoing are undone. The risen Christ
is still the crucified Christ, carrying the marks of the cross. One of the things I noticed in Belfast is
that on many streets there are murals or memorials to those who were killed in violence during the
troubles. The message of these monuments seems to be “don’t forget what was done to us here”.
The difference Jesus makes is that the marks of the cross are not used as justification for revenge or
as a constant reminder of the wrongs of the past. Rather, they become symbols of self-giving love
and an invitation to follow the path of reconciliation.
Fr Alex Reid (a priest from Clonard monastery which we visited and who played an important role
instigating the peace process) said before he died "The church has a tendency to confine itself to
liturgy which is the easy way out. But you're not dirtying your hands by getting involved in the
actual situation and doing something about it”. I have to admit that for much of my ministry I have
been drawn to worship and nurturing discipleship, but that outreach into the community has felt a
bit like a box that needed to be ticked. I came back from this pilgrimage with a renewed sense of
our calling as the church to dirty our hands and get involved in actual situations. I also now feel a
personal conviction that this is a vital part of what it means for me to be a Christian and a priest, not
just a duty to be undertaken. As one of the speakers said, “if you want to see change, you have to
get personally involved”.
Which brings us back to Jesus. The incarnation is God rolling up his sleeves and getting personally
involved. As James Alison puts it, Jesus offers the possibility for humans to form a new society
which does not need victims or exclusions in order for its sense of identity to be built up. The
gospel of Jesus gives us a vision of a new society without victims, in which sectarian barriers of
‘we’/‘they’ are broken down and our identity is no longer found over-and- against other people. In
the knowledge of Jesus the risen victim, where there is only a ‘we’*. The priest who welcomed us to
Clonard reminded us that Archbishop Justin Welby had once said, “I know that I find who I am in
Jesus Christ…and my identity in him never changes”.

*Knowing Jesus, James Alison (SPCK 1993)
Photos by Church of Ireland Dioceses of Derry and Raphoe.
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FROM THE REGISTERS SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER
Christenings
30 September Arthur Williams
14 October
Harrison Featherstone
Jack Devey
Lydia Peek
Sienna-Rose McKenzie
Weddings
29 September Daniel McGain-Harding & Polly Greenhalgh
29 September Joshua de Freyne-Shrubsole & Caroline Kristunas
at All Saints’ Church, Luddington
Funerals
09 October
Joyce Beddoes

CHRISTMAS SERVICES

Christmas Eve
3.00pm A Service of Lessons & Carols
Led by the Choir (Doors open 2.15pm. Not suitable for very young children)
5.00pm The Big Nativity
A family-friendly service. (Children welcome to dress as a nativity character)
6.30pm Carols for All
An informal service of carols and Christmas readings
11.00pm Midnight Mass
Our first Eucharist of Christmas, with the choir (Doors open at 10.15pm)

Christmas Day
8.00am Holy Communion with carols
10.00am Christmas Day All Age Eucharist
A joyful celebration of Christmas for the whole community

St Helen’s, Clifford Chambers
23 December - 6.30pm Carol Service
Christmas Eve - 5.00pm Christingle Service
Christmas Day - 9.30am Christmas Day Eucharist

All Saints’, Luddington
23 December - 3.45pm Carol Service
Christmas Eve - 7.45pm Carols on the Green
Christmas Day - 9.30am Christmas Day Eucharist
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DO YOU RECOGNISE THIS FACE?
You may look at the photograph and think "Yes, I know this man I've seen his smiling face as he sings in the choir each week".
Now you will see Terry Carter in a different role, as he has
become our Head Verger this month, replacing Paul Harris, who
moved to become Dean's Verger in Oxford.
Terry is really looking forward to his new role, when he will work,
not only with our other vergers, but also with the myriad of
volunteers who help run Holy Trinity Church. He tells me that he
is a practical 'hands-on' person but has also dealt with celebrities,
entertainers and music agents in his previous career, so he hopes
that his powers of persuasion will be a useful extra tool.
So, what is Terry's background and what was his previous career?
He spent a happy childhood in London where his twin passions
were music and cricket, and, after school, he went to Music
College in London to become a classically-trained French horn
player. Teaching music and free-lance professional horn-playing
occupied the following years, and while he was playing for radio
programmes, he became interested in the technical side of radio. Starting as studio manager on the
mix-in desk, Terry was involved with many music and other programmes on all the BBC radio
programmes, including the World Service. We all know that the World Service broadcasts through the
night but Terry admitted to me that he once fell asleep while working at night and had to be woken up
by an irate colleague! But on a happier note, it is also where he met his wife, Karen, who was a studio
manager as well.
He subsequently became a radio producer for Radio 2 for over 25 years in the Department of Specialist
Music. His output included such favourites as "Friday Night is Music Night", the BBC "Young Brass
Awards" and the BBC "Jazz Awards". As well as other prominent performers in the music world, Terry
worked closely with Humphrey Lyttleton for over two decades. In 1993 Terry and Karen moved to
Wolverton, outside Stratford, as much of his work was at the Pebble Mill Studios in Birmingham,
although he still travelled weekly to London.
Karen is now a free-lance speech and drama teacher, and also trains gun-dogs. Terry feels this passion
for dogs was pre-destined as Karen's parents gave them two gun-dogs as a wedding present! They have
two daughters Juliette and Natasha, and many of us will recognise Juliette as
she is our Head Chorister, while Natasha is also a keen singer. Terry hopes
to continue singing in the choir, when his church duties permit, and he is
also hoping to have time to follow his other passions, music and cricket too.
Terry himself started singing in the choir many years ago, and slowly became
more involved in church life. The whole Carter family went on the choir trip
to Canada last year which they found a wonderful experience.
The role of Head Verger is a new venture for Terry, and I asked what he
envisages the work to be. He tells me that the job will be very different from
his last one, but he is sure that he can use some of the same skills. First of all,
he needs to understand the current working patterns within the church. As well as his liturgical duties,
he will be responsible for the upkeep of the building, and the health and safely of people within the
church.

Cont…

11

Terry is keen to enhance the Visitor Experience, and he feels that information is key (for tour operators for
example) for this. As Head Verger, he will need to manage the expectations of our many visitors, and
there could be a balancing act between visitors' requirements and those of the church, although Terry's
obvious warmth and friendliness will stand him in good stead with visitors and parishioners alike. He
emphasises that, as a place of worship, the needs of the church always come first.
Terry's love of music has permeated his whole life. Finally I asked him what luxury and what piece of
music he would take to his desert island if he were a castaway. "That's
easy" he replied instantly. "I would take "The Four Last Songs" by
Richard Strauss, and my luxury would be a
keyboard".

Judith Dorricott

A fun Saturday night at the Ceilidh
Photos by Harry Lomax
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STRATFORD REMEMBERS - EVENTS AT A GLANCE
All Age Service, Sunday 4 November 10am - A special service for all
ages in Holy Trinity Church to mark the beginning of our commemorations.
Stratford-upon-Avon & The Great War - exhibition in church all week.
Remembering the 61st (2nd South Midlands) Division, St Peter’s Chapel ‘There But Not There’ installation, and an opportunity to leave prayers for those who have served and
those who died in conflict.
Journey’s End, Wednesday 7 November 7.30pm (Doors open 7pm) - A free screening in Holy Trinity of
the recent film of R.C. Sheriff’s play set in the trenches near Saint-Quentin, Aisne in 1918.
The Boy From the Boro, Saturday 10 November 7pm - A play, staged in Clifford Chambers village hall.
Vigil Service, Saturday 10 November 7pm - The choir singing Compline, and there is an opportunity to
light a candle.
Civic Service of Remembrance, Sunday 11 November 10am - A service in Holy Trinity Church to
remember all those who have served and those who lost their lives.
Act of Remembrance, Sunday 11 November 10.50am - We gather at the Garden of Remembrance for the
laying of wreaths and two minutes silence (all are welcome to join us for refreshments in the Parish
Centre following this service).
Beacon Lighting, Sunday 11 November 7pm - A beacon will be lit in the Remembrance Garden as part of
a chain of beacons that will be lit around the United Kingdom. This will be followed by a peal of bells
rung out from Holy Trinity.
Shakespeare’s ‘Henry V’ Monday 12 November to Friday16 November 7.30pm - Touring theatre group
Antic Disposition perform Shakespeare’s play in Holy Trinity Church. Tickets available from
www.henry-v.co.uk priced from £20-£40. Moving effortlessly between 1415 and 1915, Antic
Disposition’s Henry V combines Shakespeare’s epic history play with original songs inspired by the poetry
of A.E. Housman, in a powerful tribute to the young soldiers caught up in conflicts five centuries apart.
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All Saints’ Church
Luddington

St. Helen’s Church
Clifford Chambers
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Holy Trinity Church
Stratford-upon-Avon
The three churches of
All Saints’, St. Helen’s
and Holy Trinity
looked beautiful with
the flower
arrangements of
Autumn colours for
their Harvest services.

Give thanks to
the Lord
for he is good;
his love
endures
forever.
1 Chronicles 16:34

Thank you to everyone who worked
so hard to decorate our churches.
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Photos by Felicity Howlett

Five Year Plan Progress Update – November 2018
A summary of significant items completed or moved forward
Nurturing Faith
Youth Provision - A consultation with young people and parents took place in October. This
will inform plans for future groups and events.
Bishop’s Certificate – Leading Worship course to take place at Holy Trinity, Spring 2019
Well known outside speakers – Sandra Millar (C of E Head of Projects and Developments) to
preach at All Souls service. Plans for a “Theology Forum” with guest speakers being explored.
New service pattern in Parish Centre -completed (TrinityCentre@10)
Instrumental groups – Parish Centre now twice a month; church building group established and
growing, but further development required (4th Sunday mostly)
Midweek choral evensong to be initiated in January 2019.
Reaching out
Research into community and parishioners perception of the church and the needs it can
potentially meet – ongoing.
Ken Kennett Centre in north of Parish to be rented for 1 year to provide weekly community
activities (joint project with Children’s Centre)
Enquirers course – Team of leaders is being put together. 1st course 2019.
Overseas partner – USPG (Sri Lanka) will be in partnership in 2019.
Social Media -Instagram, Facebook and Twitter accounts now live, with Facebook link on home
page of Website. Training has been provided for parishioners wishing to engage with social
media.

Human Resources
Training Parish Centre worship leaders – see course above
Train Deacons – 3 new people trained;
Financial Resources
Text giving, contactless paypoints -awaiting outcome of research
Review of shop operation -ongoing, in relation to whole visitor experience.
Buildings
Review of Church and Parish Centre use and requirements – outcome of research to be
published soon (funded by Restoration Fund).
Replacement of chairs and pews - a process for consultation with the congregation to find out
their needs has been agreed by the PCC.

Five Year Plan Oversight Team

CHRISTMAS IN HOLY TRINITY SHOP
The shop has some lovely new products, at very reasonable
prices, that will make fantastic Christmas presents.
So, make time to pop in, take a look and support our shop by
getting some of your Christmas gifts here.
Proceeds from the shop go towards Mission and Outreach.
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A yearly pilgrimage
On the hundredth anniversary of the start of the Great War, we visited the
battlefields around Ypres for the first and not the last time. Little did we know this
would become a yearly pilgrimage for us. To stand in a War Graves cemetery
with its white Portland headstones stretching as far as the eye can see, with far too
many saying Known Only Unto God, is an immensely moving experience. One
of the larger cemeteries is Tyne Cot, with 11,965 graves, of which three quarters
are to unknown soldiers. Like many who visit the battlefields, when I returned
home, I went through my family tree to try and identify those who had fought and maybe died during
the First World War. I had very little success, at this juncture, in finding anyone. Many of my friends at
church have spoken about their grandfathers fighting in the Great War, and some who had died.
My grandfathers were both 'reserved
occupation’; one being a railwayman and
the other a munition’s factory worker. In
church one day, just out of curiosity, I went
to look at the memorial in the Thomas a
Beckett chapel and saw a Lieutenant E.L. Talbot and wondered if I might be related to him in some way,
which, I find, I am. This chance encounter once more took me on a journey of discovery.
Eric Lawrence Talbot was born on the 15 December 1883 at Milford Hall, Newtown, Montgomeryshire.
He had an elder brother, John, and a younger sister, Alys Muriel. Sadly, the two remaining siblings, Eric
and Alys, became orphans when their father, John Arthur, died in 1895. Their mother, Alice, died two
years earlier. Their guardian then became Francis Lawrence Talbot (uncle) and
his wife, Gertrude. His uncle was a Director at Flowers Brewery and lived at
Redlands on Clopton Road. In the 1891 census, we find Eric at Marlborough
College, Wiltshire. Through censuses, there is no record of Eric ever living at
Redlands. In the 1901 and 1911 census, however, it shows his sister living
there, and one must assume this became their family home. After being
educated at Marlborough College, he went to the Royal Military Academy at
Woolwich. In the 1901 census, we find him confined with measles in the
cadet’s hospital. He was commissioned as a second lieutenant in the Royal
Field Artillery (RFA) in July 1902 and was posted with the 50th battery to Ireland.
In 1905 he was promoted to Lieutenant, and in 1908 transferred to the 58th and was posted to
Neemuch, India. In July 1910 he was then assigned to ‘T’ battery Royal Horse Artillery (RHA) at
Ambala, India, eventually moving to Abbassiyeah, Egypt. After being at Woolwich depot for a time, he
was posted to ‘P’ battery. Like most army officers serving in a prestigious regiment, Eric would have
had an active social life, and from 1912 he was Master of the Royal Artillery Draghounds, Woolwich.
At the beginning of the war, he volunteered for active service and was appointed to ‘C’ battery. The
battery was mobilised on October 8 1914 and landed at Zeebrugge as part of the 14th brigade RHA.
From this point on Eric’s story becomes somewhat unique because of being the first soldier in the Royal
Horse Artillery, ‘C’ battery, to be killed during the Great War. Eric’s gunners fired their first rounds on
the 18th, and on the 23rd he was fatally wounded. He received his wound while counter-attacking near
Hooge. A number of his men were manhandling a gun towards the frontline trenches to take out a
sniper and machine gun post in a farmhouse 250 yards away. Eric died in the ambulance the following
day as he was being evacuated to Ypres.
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Cont...

In 2015 we visited his grave in Ypres Town Cemetery, along with others who had fallen in the First Battle
of Ypres. For both of us the last five years have been a moving experience, and I cannot recommend
enough that everyone should visit these places, at least once in their lifetime, to understand the horrors
and the folly of that terrible war. At some point, one must draw a line under one's research, and I have
not gone any further with Eric, other than to say he is a cousin of mine, and every year I remember the
sacrifice he made for king and country.
At some future date, I will tell you about Talbot House (known as ‘Toch Aitch’) in Poperinghe, that was
started by two army chaplains in 1915, one of which was, yet again, a cousin of mine.

Paul Talbot

WORLD WAR ONE DRAMA COMES TO CLIFFORD
A moving drama, to commemorate the 100th anniversary of the end of the
First World War, will be staged in Clifford Chambers village hall.
The Boy From the Boro tells the story of the ‘war to end all wars’ from the
viewpoint of an ordinary Warwickshire man who was caught up in these
earth-shattering events. It will be staged on Saturday, November 10 in the hall
at 7.00pm and tickets will include a one-course, hot meal.
Created by Three in One Productions, The Boy From The Boro tells the story of
Arthur Horobin, a one-time farm worker and shopkeeper from Nuneaton, who
joined the Warwickshire Regiment and was thrust into the mud and blood of
trench warfare.
The story is personal and often harrowing and therefore, because of the nature of some of the content, the
play may not be suitable for children aged 7 or under. Tickets are £12 for adults and £8 for children and
are available from Les Moseley (phone 01789 296019 or email leslie.moseley@btinternet.co.uk).

Olivia Dutson – Babysitter

I am 21 years old and completing a Masters degree at the Shakespeare
Institute. I am an experienced babysitter available to work in
Stratford-upon-Avon town on weekday nights and at weekends.
Please do drop me a text on 07932 812721.
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STRATFORD-UPON-AVON NEIGHBOURHOOD
PLAN
So it’s here at last! The Stratford-upon-Avon Neighbourhood Plan, or
SNP for short! Seven years in the making; yes, the Working Group
was set up as long ago as May 2011, following a well-attended
meeting at the Town Hall. I volunteered then to be the official
photographer for the Plan, and over the last few years have spent
many happy hours padding round Stratford to get the kind of images
the committee wanted: the beautiful parts of our town, which need to
be protected and safeguarded; as well as the less attractive areas
which need to be transformed; and held up to developers and
planners as tasteless blots on the landscape not to be replicated in the future!
But the photographs are really only background colour – the substance of the Plan is the text, over
150 pages of it, very carefully drafted and subject to rigorous inspection by the statutory authorities.
That’s one reason why it’s taken so long to see the light of day! The Plan is comprehensive, covering
currently sensitive and important areas such as infrastructure, housing, community and leisure – with
a particular focus on our historic town centre.
But if adopted, will the SNP make any difference? Or will it, as some cynics suggest, go the way of
many reports – to be hidden away in a subterranean storage area gathering dust? Personally, I am a
bit of an optimist on this one: government legislation gives the Plan some legal “teeth”. As the
indefatigable Chairman of the Working Group said last week, ”A lot of recent housing schemes have
been developer-led which does not always result in the best solution. A Neighbourhood Plan is a
powerful tool which councillors can use to challenge inappropriate development.” Also, should the
Plan be adopted, it would lead to substantially more money being invested into improving local
infrastructure, through mandatory developer contributions between now and 2031.
But only if we, the public, support the Plan! Voting, or Referendum Day, is Thursday 29 November.
To be passed, 51% of votes cast have to be in favour. Postal votes are possible, but have to be
applied for by Wednesday 14 November. Do let’s get out there, vote “yes”, and so grasp this
once-in-a-life-time opportunity to promote the welfare and wellbeing of our town!
(For further details, go online at www.stratford-tc.gov.uk or www.ourstratford.org.uk
Andrew Dow

Contemplative Prayer Group
Come and join us on the 1st Tuesday of each month, at 7.30pm in the Parish Centre Lounge
for talk and refreshments followed by a time of silent prayer,

Everyone is welcome
Contacts:

The Revd. Jenny Rowland

01789 415 548

Tricia Hall-Matthews

01789 414 182
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WINDOW ON THE WORLD
We celebrate the centenary of the Armistice this month, the close of the “war to end all
wars”. What a hope – and how it has been dashed since then. In fact, just after the
First World War finally ended, the Allies imposed on Germany the harsh Versailles
Treaty which helped to create the climate for Hitler’s rise to power and hence World
War II and all that followed.

There is rarely a “clean” or “pure” answer to the really challenging moral dilemmas.
Wars, and peace treaties, are rarely all down to individuals who can be blamed; they are usually the
product of a climate in which whole populations are involved. If you try a sort of surgical operation to
separate the evil from the good in human affairs, you can end up in a worse state than before – as some
of Jesus’ parables pointed out. The word “pharisee” means “set-apart person”, and the Pharisees believed
that if they set themselves completely apart from evil, observed the Law
with absolute purity, this would bring in God’s Kingdom. No doubt many
of them were very good people, but Jesus called them hypocrites, because
they claimed to be able to do the purely right thing in every situation (while
condemning those who failed to do so), and that is something that is simply
impossible in this world.
Our Archbishop recently had some words to say about Amazon and its
tax-avoidance and employment practices. Then someone noticed that the
Church of England has a large shareholding in Amazon. The cry went up
“Hypocrisy!” But who were the real hypocrites here? Were they not the
people who assumed that there was one right answer (which, of course,
they themselves faithfully lived by) and that everyone should obey that?
For a lesson in the true meaning of hypocrisy, I warmly recommend the superb “update” of Tartuffe
which is currently running at the RSC.
Some of Archbishop Justin’s words were pretty intemperate – he referred to “leeches” (as I suspect Jesus
would have done). Amazon in return pointed out that they paid the taxes required of them, and it was
“not their fault” if countries have failed to find a way to tax internet
businesses fairly, or indeed to develop fairer tax systems overall. And as for
the Church’s shareholdings, some good things (such as a move away for
dependence on fossil fuels) have been achieved by the power of large
shareholders in morally questionable enterprises. So the answer to whether
any of those concerned are “hypocrites” is probably “Yes and no”. The
greater hypocrisy may lie with those who - whilst no doubt minimizing their
own tax liabilities – fail to recognize this truth.
Perhaps the Church ought to disinvest from Amazon – but perhaps not.
Probably there is greed amongst Amazon directors and investors, and a willingness to benefit from
unethical behaviour – just as all of us, including those who call most loudly for reparations, still benefit
from the material wealth produced by the slave trade two hundred years ago. Perhaps the Treaty of
Versailles was a great evil – or perhaps it was inevitable, even though it led to the Fascism which is now
again disfiguring the politics of many nations. But Jesus said that good and evil should be allowed to
grow together “until the harvest” before they can be finally separated out. That does not excuse us from
doing the best we can in the meantime to root out injustices and develop greater integrity in our economy
and in all areas of life. But maybe it helps to put the Church’s “Amazon debate” into the perspective of
eternity.
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On a very, Photo
veryHarry
wet
Friday the
Lomax
Revd. Kay Dyer blessed the Mop
Fair.

We are running a poll to find out people’s
favourite Christmas carol.
Over November people will be invited to
tell us what their favourite carol is and
why. The results will be in the
December/January edition
along with some of the reasons why.
If you’d like to take part,
details will be in the weekly pew sheet
from the beginning of November.

Photos by an extremely wet Felicity Howlett!
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NEW ADVENTURES & CHRISTMAS JOURNEYS
When it comes to Christmas, that’s when my inner child gets very excited. I’m one of the few people
that gets a kick out of the Christmas things arriving in shops, even if it is still September! But I know for
some it’s still too early to think about Christmas, so before I mention some Christmas related events, I’ll
give you an opportunity to psyche yourselves up with some news about a new development.
For a long time we’ve been very aware of the lack of visible presence
of Holy Trinity church in the north of our Parish. We have been
working with the new group who are now running the Ken Kennett
Centre, and are planning to start a Toddler Group on Tuesday
mornings at the centre. We are hoping in particular to reach out to the
parents who have dropped children off at Thomas Jolyffe & Welcombe
Hills Schools, but for this plan to become a reality we will need people
to help run it. If you would like to be part of this new initiative to
reach out to another part of our parish, please speak to me (phil@stratford-upon-avon.org
07791005696). You don’t need to commit to every week but be on a rota of helpers to talk to people
and make them welcome.
Hopefully you are now prepared for a mention of Christmas. Once again, the Holy Family will be on
their travels around our Parish. They are knitted figures, so no need to stock up on carrots and extra
food for a pregnant lady. They come with a box full of activities and will be staying for at least two
nights with each family, giving you an opportunity to engage with the things they travel with. Their
journey begins on Advent Sunday at our TrinityCentre@10 service (2 December) and ends at our “Big
Nativity” on Christmas Eve at 5pm. Everyone is welcome to share in the travels, not just those with
children! If you would like to host the Holy Family email Phil at the above address or sign up on the
sheets at church.
We will once again be holding our Christingle service, to support the work of the Children’s Society, in
Holy Trinity Church on Sunday 9 December 4pm. Last year’s service was very special, despite the
snow, and it’s a wonderful way to continue your journey to Christmas seeing the church lit by hundreds
of candles. This year is the 50th anniversary of the first Children’s Society Christingle, so should be extra
special. We’ll also need help making the Christingles on Saturday 8 December 10:00am in the Parish
Centre, a fun occasion for any age, and the sweets will need to be tested!
Phil Harper
Photos by
Harry Lomax

DON’T FORGET
Holy Trinity’s Christingle service is at 4pm
on Sunday 9 December.
All Saints’, Luddington’s Christingle service is at 4pm
on Sunday 9 December.
St. Helen’s, Clifford Chambers’ Christingle service is
at 5pm on Christmas Eve.
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SPIRITUAL ENCOUNTERS
BRAVING THE MOSQUE
Last month I wrote about our approach to Muslim children in a church school in Halifax and
how I sometimes visited the local mosque where Pakistani children were learning the Qur’an
by heart. It was a visit from Fr Bernard of the Community of the Resurrection, Mirfield,
which gave me courage to do that. He was the Bishop’s Officer for Community Relations with Ethnic
Minorities – a charismatic monk with an enormous sense of humour and bravado! Surprised to find that I
had not yet entered the mosque, he promptly said, ‘Come with me right now!’
At that time the one and only Halifax mosque was two terrace houses joined by removing interior walls.
Today there are twelve purpose-built mosques in and around the town. We were met by the imam
himself with warm smiles and multiple handshakes and invited ‘please to remove your shoes’. He led us
into the main worship area where we squatted on the floor with several other men. They offered us coca
cola but shortly announced that they had no coca cola. Would we like mango juice? OK, we said. But
sadly no mango juice could be found. So we settled for Pakistani tea which is made by brewing tea
leaves together with milk and ample sugar in the same pot. Along with the tea invariably came the bowl
of hard boiled eggs which in courtesy one was obliged to consume entirely.
Our first conversation ranged around the fact that we had no proper church building and they had no
proper mosque and wasn’t that very amusing? Then they showed us various objects such as the prayer
mats which keep the body from touching the ground, the minbar (raised dais) from which the imam
preaches the Friday sermon and the wall niche indicating the direction of Mecca. In the entrance was a
panel of clocks indicating the five times of prayers locally and at Mecca, and wash basins for purification
rituals. The walls were decorated with Qur’anic texts and colourful abstract patterns, but no
representation of living things was allowed as that would be idolatrous.
From that beginning we moved to inviting members of the mosque to join us in friendly socials in our
church hall on Sunday afternoons but we soon learnt that 2pm could mean anything from 3pm -4pm. In
the villages from which they came there were no clocks. People measured the working day against the
sun as in our pre-industrial era. The only food acceptable at these gatherings was fish ‘n chips and rice
pudding. Only men came. One of them asked me why we had a cross on the wall and I told him it was
a good Islamic sign of ‘I’ crossed out or self-negation. As a true Muslim is a slave of Allah, so Jesus by
self-negation showed himself to be the willing servant of God. He laughed at that as one who doesn’t
quite know how to respond.
The jovial atmosphere provided the basis for the next stage which was to enter into serious dialogue on
Friday evenings. The imam and half a dozen sixth formers took part, meeting alternately in the mosque
and at the vicarage. We decided to compare some of the names
of Allah (the most gracious, the most merciful, the King, the most The Qur’an
holy, the provider of peace etc) with the life and teaching of
Jesus. This went well until Good Friday when our Muslim
friends invited us to prove that Jesus died on the cross –
something which the Qur’an denies. Knowing the importance
they place on prophecy we decided to major on Isaiah 53 and
to compare it with St John’s account of the crucifixion. They
were unusually silent and partly because the imam headed off to
Pakistan to find a wife they never came again. The Qur’an’s
denial of the efficacy of the cross is a red line for Islam.
From these encounters we came to value the gift of humour as the way of grace in breaking down
barriers. More importantly in pitting our faith against Islam we came to appreciate more deeply who
Jesus is and what he came to do. For us he is the bridge to God; for the Muslim the bridge is not
Mohammed but the Qur’an. A Person v A Book.
In journeying deep into Pakistan (coming soon!) I was to discover more precisely what that means.

Revd. David Ellis
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STRATFORD-UPON-AVON CHORAL SOCIETY
Requiem commemorating the end of World War I in 1918
Stratford-upon-Avon Choral Society presents a Requiem Concert to remember the ending of the Great
War of 1914-1918 on Saturday 24 November 2018 at 7.30pm in Holy Trinity Church, Old Town,
Stratford-upon-Avon. Gabriel Fauré’s setting of the Latin
Requiem is melodic and uplifting and was composed in
1887, while John Rutter’s Requiem, completed in 1985, has
added psalms - "Out of the deep" (Psalm 130) and “The
Lord is my Shepherd” (Psalm 23) in English and features
solos for cello, soprano and oboe. Both of these important
choral sacred works are lovely to sing and hear.
Of especial local interest is the Soprano Eleanor
Broomfield, from Mickleton, schooled at Chipping
Campden, and a graduate of the Royal Academy of
Music. She has been a popular soloist locally with
Longborough Opera House, the Campden Festival Chorus,
Broadway Festival and Stratford Choral Society.
Baritone Robert Glyndwr Garland graduated at The Royal
Academy of Music and the Royal Welsh College of Music
and Drama, was a Lay Clerk at Llandaff Cathedral, sang with Classical Brit Award-winning Choir
Only Men Aloud! and is developing his career in oratorio and opera.
Well-known local thespian and Choir bass, Tim Raistrick, will also set the WWI scene with some
readings.
Soloists and Choir will be accompanied by the Regency Sinfonia. Stratford Choral Society’s Music
Director, Stephen Dodsworth, now in his 28th year in this post, is the Choir’s longest serving conductor.
In 2016 the Choral Society celebrated 180 years since it was first formed in 1836 and shares with the
Huddersfield Choral Society the accolade of being one of the two oldest choral societies in the country.
This concert on 24 November is not to be missed.
For further information, phone Carol Jackson on 01386 841440.
Tickets£15 (adults) or £8 (students)
Available: stratfordchoral.tickets@gmail.com, at Holy Trinity Bookshop,
phone 01608682049 or at the door on the night. Up to two children
under 16 are admitted free of charge if accompanied by an adult.
Carol Jackson
Stratford-upon-Avon Choral Society
performing in Holy Trinity Church

Bring & Share Lunch
Sunday 25 November
In the Parish Centre at 12 noon, after coffee.
Bring your contribution, savoury or sweet, to make a delicious buffet to share with your
church family.
A sign up list will be available, at the back of church, from Sunday 4 November and at
HT@ Rosebird on 18 November.
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HOWLERS

Compiled by Pat Pilton
NOTICE spotted by a visitor to All Saints’ Church in
Fawley, Hampshire: Village Fete. Lots of activities to
enjoy, including arts and crafts, a bouncy castle and a
re-enactment of the 1940 bombing of the church.
Sign left on a chippie in Radlett in Herefordshire:
“Closed for holiday until July 20. We apologise for any
incontinence.”
The manager of café in Stockport has cocked a snook at
online reviews of his establishment by publicising even
the critical ones on a blackboard outside. One, which
went viral online, read: ‘Come in and try the worst
porridge that one woman on Trip Advisor has had in her
life.’

One Liners:

The Times
Job advert for a recruitment agency:
My thanks to Holy Trinity Crucifer
Chris Cornford who has once again “Ballet Island is seeking a flexible
been Howler! spotting on his travels. candidate for the post of general
manager. News Quiz Feb 17
Typo spotted in school
Small ad in the Halesowen
newsletter: ‘The key word for Chronicle: For sale. Deep Fat fryer.
students this week is
Excellent condition. No chips.
perseverance — never give
up in the face of
diversity.’

Police have confirmed that a man who
fell into a combine harvester while
trying to steal it, has been bailed.

Daily Mail
Seen in the rear window of a van: ‘I
owe, I owe, so off to work I go.’
Readers Digest
Crime in car parks. That’s wrong on so
many different levels.
Tim Vine

The Dirty Duck

Phone 01789 297312
e-mail 7716@greeneking.co.uk

Waterside, Stratford-upon-Avon, CV37 6BA
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PARISH CONTACTS
Clergy & Ministry Team
Vicar
Associate Vicar
Associate Priest
Children & Families Minister
Director of Music

The Parish Office, Old Town
Stratford upon Avon, CV37 6BG
Tel. 01789 266 316
Email: office@stratford-upon-avon.org

The Revd Patrick Taylor
The Revd Steve Jarvis
The Revd Kay Dyer
Phil Harper
Benedict Wilson

Assistant Ministers (Hon)
The Revd Neville Beamer
The Revd Canon Andrew Dow
The Revd John Hall-Matthews
The Revd Diane Patterson
The Revd Jenny Rowland
The Venerable Brian Russell
The Revd Graham Wilcox

01789 508 155
01789 296 590
07857 821 168
07791 005 696
01789 266 316

01789 263 435
01789 417 852
01789 414 182
01789 266 453
01789 415 548
01789 266 316
01789 551 759

Staff
Operations Manager: Andy Winter
01789 266 316 andy@stratford-upon-avon.org
Head Verger:
Terry Carter
01789 266 316
Vergers:
David White, Sarah Moorse, Joanna Pinnington
Parish Administrators: Sue Holt
Rebecca Rumsey
Bookkeeper:
Wendy Steinheimer
Gift Shop:
Heather White

01789 266 316
01789 266 316 rebecca.rumsey@stratford-upon-avon.org
01789 266 316 wendys@stratford-upon-avon.org
01789 264 598 heather.white@stratford-upon-avon.org

Church Wardens
Hilda Craig
01789 551 234
Tim Raistrick
01789 509 885
Lynne Bunker 01926 642 054
Rhod Mitchell 07983 985 474

Village Contacts
All Saints’, Luddington
St. Helen’s, Clifford Chambers

Jane Beeley
Pat Woolvin

01789 269 618
01789 264 256

Other Contacts
Bell Ringers
Charles Wilson
Bereavement Support Team
Gina Lodge
Safeguarding Officer
Lynne Bunker
Trinity Ladies
Gina Lodge
Electoral Roll Officer
Tim Raistrick
Friends of Shakespeare’s Church - TBA
Holy Trinity in the Community Steve Jarvis
Lay Chaplains
Keith Payne
PCC Secretary
Miriam Dow
PCC Treasurer
Anthony Woollard
Friends of the Music
Josephine Walker
Home Communions
Steve Jarvis
Stewardship Officer
Chris Kennedy
Trinity Players
Ursula Russell
Trinity Tots
Phil Harper
Pastoral Contact Co-ordinator Gillian Nunn
Welcome Team
Helen Warrillow

01789 295 467
01789 204 850
01926 642 054
01789 204 850
01789 509 885
01789 266 316
01789 266 316
01789 417 852
01789 204 923
01789 266 316
01789 266 316
01789 299 785
01789 204 923
07791 005 696
01789 415 830
01789 298 928
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Beautiful tiles
Direct from Italy

M2 Tiles Ltd
Unit 26 Waterloo Park
Waterloo Road Ind Est
Bidford on Avon
Warwickshire B50 4JG
Tel 01789 778700
Mob 07836 601662
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At the morning service the
Revd. Kay Dyer was made the
new Chaplain to the Choir.

At coffee time a presentation was
made to Paul Harris for all his hard
work as Head Verger at Holy Trinity
Church. His wife, Annie, was given
some lovely flowers.

In the evening the Revd Kay Dyer was licensed as Associate Priest.

Kay with her husband, Roy.

Kay with friends and colleagues.

Photos by Harry Lomax

28

