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On Thursday 15

th
 October Holy Trinity joins with churches 

across Stratford to host a ‘Day of Prayer for Refugees’. An 
invitation is extended to the whole town to light a candle to 
show support to those fleeing their homes to escape violence, 
oppression and persecution. The church doors will be open all 
day from 7.30am to 10pm; there will be displays to provide 
prompts for prayer and meditation, and literature giving 
information about practical ways to help including financial 
support for charities working to relieve this crisis. 
Stratford’s church leaders are aware that the refugee crisis 
has touched many within our community. We felt a need to 
recognise this and provide an opportunity for people to 
respond. On the 15

th
 October Holy Trinity will welcome 

everyone: those of faith and of no faith who wish to 
demonstrate support for the victims of this terrible situation. 
People are invited to come and hold these people before God 
as we call to mind their suffering and pain. We will also be 
praying for our world leaders, that they may make wise 
decisions in their response to this crisis. We hope as many 
people as possible feel able to visit us and take part in this 
special day of collective prayer. 
During the Day of Prayer staff will be on hand within the 
church, including Lay Chaplains, who will be happy to listen 
and pray with anyone, should they wish.  

On the subject of the refugees check out Rachel’s article on 
page 6, and David and Barbara Ellis’s feature on page 16, 
and not least Anthony Woollard’s regular column on pages 10 
& 11. 

Christianity at Work this month—Into Rural Ministry - is written 
by Neville Beamer. See pages 12 & 13. 

There is so much more in this 52 page issue.  Steve & Hilary 

A Message from Patrick... 

    Day of Prayer for Refugees 

    Patrick 
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 Steve                                     
Writes... 

Many years ago, I was shown a letter written about me. It was written by the Diocesan 
Director of Ordinands – the person responsible for recommending people for ordained 
ministry. He’d met with me to form his opinion about my suitability for ordained ministry. 
“What might he have to say?” I wondered, as the letter was unfolded in front of me. 
There’s one word I still remember after all those years. The very first sentence of the letter 
began by describing me as a disciple.  

I was shocked! I thought the word ‘disciple’ was for special people who were with Jesus 
during his earthly ministry or, at least, exceptionally spiritual people. Me - a disciple? 
Surely not. It was the last word I’d think of using to describe myself. It got me thinking, 
though. It made me reflect on what it really means to be a disciple of Jesus Christ. It made 
me realise that, strange as it may sound, all Christians are disciples – learners. We are 
people who are learning to be more like Jesus Christ himself. 

When Jesus called his first disciples to follow him, he was calling them to a life of being 
with him and learning from him - being his apprentices so as to become like him. We too, 
are called to learn to be like Jesus Christ himself throughout our whole lives. 

How can we nurture this kind of lifelong learning as a church? One way we have been 
doing this is through our ‘Growing Together’ programme. It provides a wide variety of 
activities with one aim in common – to keep on learning and growing as Christian 
disciples. For the last three years, oversight of this programme has been one of my 
responsibilities. The new Nurture and Discipleship Team will work with me to keep 
developing a culture of learning within the church that enables all of us to grow in our 
Christian faith. We will provide opportunities to: 

   Explore the Christian faith; 

    Grow in faith through Bible study, prayer and supporting one another; 

    Discover the ways in which we are called to serve God – inside and outside the Church. 

     We’re all learners – disciples. What might help you as you seek to grow as a Christian 
disciple? Why not take a look at our current ‘Growing Together’ leaflet (also available at 
http://www.stratford-upon-avon.org/growing-together) and do look out for the Spring 
Programme available in December. 

 

 

 

“ I thought the word disciple was for special people…” 
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St Peter’s Chapel Appeal 
We have already received an encouraging response 
from individuals and groups within the Holy Trinity 
community. But we need much more financial support if 
we are to restore and furnish this ancient chapel as a 
fitting place of worship. Please put your donation in one 
of the yellow envelopes available at the ‘Fish Tank’ - the 
FOSC collecting point in the church’s crossing, opposite 
St Peter’s Chapel. 

 

Or contact 

 

Jonathan Drake 01789 290128 

Ronnie Mulryne 01789 205774 
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For me preaching a sermon is a life-
changing experience. I have to allow 
the scripture readings to touch and 
challenge me if what I am to say is to 
have any hope of affecting anyone 

else. However I didn’t quite realise to what extent the readings had impacted me the other 
week until I stood in the pulpit to preach. I am not one for crying, especially not when 
standing in front of a church full of people, but on this occasion I was overcome by the 
message I was trying to convey. This was a message I had wrestled with: I had in fact 
prepared an entirely different sermon earlier in the week! But I had sensed God calling me 
to bring the day’s readings into conversation with the refugee crisis, so that our attitude 
and response to it might be transformed. 

I had been profoundly affected by one particular news report the previous week: I turned 
cold when I first heard about the horrific discovery of at least 50 decomposing bodies in 
an abandoned truck in Austria. How could we allow other human beings - people like you 
and me, individuals created in the image of God - to suffer and die like that as they fled 
their own country in search of safety?  

But it wasn’t only news updates which had shocked me. I had the privilege of hearing two 
asylum seekers speak in person at Greenbelt (a Christian festival of arts, faith and 
justice). One, a vibrant lady from Uganda, had been granted asylum after a convoluted, 
soul-destroying process. She could not speak highly enough of the British Red Cross, 
amongst other agencies, which had provided material and emotional support as she had 
navigated the British asylum system. The other was a gentleman who had recently 
submitted his second asylum application, after his first had failed. He was surviving on £5 
a day (the amount the UK government offers asylum seekers) and the generosity of 
charities and friends.  

Hearing these personal stories made all the difference. They had more impact on me than 
hours of news reporting, and something of that impact emerged in my sermon. But it was 
just a sermon. The refugee crisis continues. I call on everyone, myself included, to 
consider how we can help to bring justice and relief to those in need.  

It might be to continue donating money - thank you to all who gave so generously at 
Benedict Wilson’s recent organ recital and to those who added to the collection. So far 
we’ve sent £330 to the British Red Cross. Or it might be to pray - we are planning a day of 
prayer in the coming weeks, so keep an eye on the pew sheet.  Or it might involve 
campaigning or giving practical help. If you see something we could do then pass the 
word around! Together our small actions can make a big difference. 

“I was overcome 
by the message…” 

Rachel Saum 
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SUNDAY October 4th Holy Trinity Trinity 18 
8.00am Holy Communion— with Revd Dr Stephen Bate 

10.00am Parish Eucharist—Preacher Revd Patrick Taylor 
Parish Centre: Good News @ 10—Talk  Revd Dr Stephen Bate 

6.00pm  Choral Evensong—Preacher Mike Milburn 
St. Helen’s Clifford Chambers  9.15am Harvest Festival—with Revd Diane Patterson 
All Saints’ Luddington 9.15am Holy Communion BCP—with Revd Canon John Graty 

 
SUNDAY  October 11th Holy Trinity Trinity 19 

8.00am Harvest Festival—with Revd Nicki Chatterton 
10.00am  Harvest Festival—Preacher Revd Nicki Chatterton 

6.00pm  Evensong—Preacher Revd Graham Wilcox 
Parish Centre 10.00am Junior Church—with Rachel Saum 

Parish Centre 7pm Open To God 
St.Helen’s Clifford Chambers 9.15am Holy Communion 

All Saints’ Luddington 9.15am  Holy Communion—with Revd Dr Stephen Bate 
 

SUNDAY October 18th Holy Trinity Luke the Evangelist 
8.00am Holy Communion—with Revd Patrick Taylor 

10.00am Parish Eucharist —Preacher Revd Patrick Taylor 

6.00pm Choral Evensong —Preacher Revd Diane Patterson 
9.30am Holy Trinity@Rosebird—with Rachel Saum  

Parish Centre 10.00am Junior Church—Revd Dr Stephen Bate 
St.Helen’s Clifford Chambers 9.15am Morning Worship 

All Saints’ Luddington  9.15am Family Holy Communion—with Revd Canon John Graty 
 

SUNDAY October 25th Holy Trinity Bible Sunday 
8.00am Holy Communion—with Revd Dr Stephen Bate 

10.00am  Food4thought with Baptisms—Preacher Revd Canon Andrew Dow 
6.00pm  Holy Communion BCP—Preacher Revd Nicki Chatterton 

Parish Centre 10.00am Junior Church—with Revd Nicki Chatterton 
St.Helen’s Clifford Chambers 9.15am Trad Holy Communion—with Revd Canon John Graty 

All Saints’ Luddington 9.15am Holy Communion—with Revd Graham Wilcox 
 

 
 
 

Worship in October 

   “Lives changed through God’s love” 

London based band  ‘King/Cave Project’ playing at our first Food4thought service on 27th September 
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Worship Notes  For October 
The season of Harvest Festivals continues, with special services at Clifford 
Chambers on 4th (9.15am) and Holy Trinity on 11th (10am). This traditional 
celebration is an opportunity to give thanks to God for the rich resources of the 
earth, and to pray that we may contribute to a responsible and just use of them as 
part of human society. 

This year we are asking for contributions for the Foodbank, but please note only 
certain items are required at the moment. See the Pewsheet for details of what to 
bring and also when to deliver items for use in the flower displays in Holy Trinity 
church.  

We will be commissioning our new Head Verger, Paul Harris on 4th October at 
the 10am Parish Eucharist at Holy Trinity and look forward to formally welcoming 
him and his wife Annie to the parish as he begins his work and ministry here. 

We mark the lives of three important Saints this month, St. Luke the Evangelist 
on Sunday 18

th 
 and St. Simon and St. Jude (Apostles) on Wednesday 28th 

(Eucharist at 10am in the Guild Chapel). 

Evening Services Pattern. It’s been pointed out that the list of 6pm evening 
services in the new monthly pattern published in last month’s Trinity Times was 
incomplete. The full term-time schedule at 6pm is as follows: 
 

1st Sunday Choral Evensong 

2nd Sunday  Evensong (with choir but more congregational singing) 

3rd Sunday Choral Evensong 

4th Sunday  Choral Holy Communion according to the Book of  Common  
   Prayer. 

5th Sunday Healing Service (with hymns but no choir) 
 

Please note that the additional service of Compline, which had previously been 
taking place after Evensong (on 3rd Sundays) will no longer happen. The choir 
will, however, continue to sing Compline on Friday evenings after choir practice 
(8.45pm) and anyone is welcome to attend (enter church through choir vestry 
door). 

 

                                                     Patrick Harvest Festival Lunch 
Sunday October 11th 

12noon in the Parish Centre Tickets £8 adult, £4 Children 

More Details from Jane Hornby 01789 263966 



 

10 

 

 

 

 

Anthony  Woollard’s 

      Window on the World 

What a month it has been.  Leaving aside all the implications of the change in 
leadership of the Labour Party, and the vote on assisted dying (of which more 
later), we have had new and dramatic developments in the refugee crisis – 
Germany offering unlimited hospitality to Syrians, and then suddenly closing her 
borders.   

And meanwhile the unprecedented killing by drone of two British jihadis in Syria.  
To get our heads around all this and keep our moral compass seems impossible. 

 I often think of that irritating meerkat in the TV adverts for whom everything is 
“Simples”.  Nothing is simples here.  We should, surely, be taking in far more 
refugees, as we have done before in our history.  But, as the Germans have 
discovered, we cannot do so without some attention to the implications – first for 
the people themselves, then for the nations from which they come (though most of 
those nations look like hopeless cases at the moment), and finally for those 
amongst whom they will end up living.   

As for solving the problem at its root - in Syria and elsewhere – it does appear that 
most Western military interventions in the Middle East, legally justified or 
otherwise, make things worse rather than better.  But would they have got even 
worse anyway?  The greatest minds can never know. All we can know is that no 
conflict, and no apparent solution to conflict, can last for ever. 

In the face of these challenges we can only respond – as individuals or as a 
community – in whatever way God seems to call us, without judging others.  And 
is not that equally true of another issue of the day – assisted dying? 

Now that certainly can’t be solved by the simplicities of a TV meerkat.  A great 
many Christians, and most religious leaders, object to the idea of assisted dying.   

“ Trumped by Love and Mercy…” 

Continued on next page... 

Some people worry about “playing God”, as if the human race were not called to 
do that all the time (see Genesis 1 about humans as God’s representatives on 
earth).  Perhaps more significantly, they worry about our contemporary obsession 
with individual choice and loss of the sense of belonging and mutual responsibility.  
They are concerned that some people will seek assisted suicide for fear of “being a 
burden”, when being a burden may precisely be part of our destiny. I intend to be a 
terrible burden on the congregation when my time comes.   
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 But are these things the whole story?  Some other Christians would say No.  Where 
do we stand?  Should we be “standing” anywhere, standing in judgment against our 
fellow human beings who may endure immeasurable suffering on their way to 
death?  If there is one area where I dare not pass judgment, it is this one.           

There are areas of life where there have to be rules - and where those rules, on 
occasion, have to be broken, and the rule-breakers must take the consequences, 
even if in God’s time they turn out to have done the right thing.  Of course the rules 
must be as good and as fair as they can be, if people are to live in community.   

But for Christians, although Law and Justice have their place in daily living, they are 
ultimately trumped by Love and Mercy.  Which, given how many moral dilemmas 
we face, and the high chances of our getting them wrong, is just as well.  We have 
to leave simplicities to meerkats.    

Continued from previous page... 

Photo: www.mirror.co.uk 

Photo: buzzfeed.com 

Class of ‘45… 
My friend Judy and I can top 
that with the Class of ‘35!! 

We were both born during the 
reign of King George V. 

                           Shirley Crimp 
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        Christianity at Work 

            Neville Beamer 

      Continued on next page... 

Together with Sheila it has been a real wrench to worship away from Holy Trinity on 
Sundays.  In the early years of my retirement we made new friendships through Holy 
Trinity.  Although we still see many of you during the week, and Patrick gives me 
opportunities to minister on a weekday, we miss worshipping and meeting with you 
on Sundays. 

In the context of more priests on the regular staff and several retired clergy at Holy 
Trinity, in November last year Archdeacon John invited me to assist David Jessett, 
Vicar of 6 churches in the Barford group including Charlecote, Hampton Lucy, 
Loxley, Sherbourne and Wasperton on a regular basis.  For some time David had 
been relying on the additional help from a variety of visiting retired priests to maintain 
a morning Eucharist, in all of the 6 churches. 

Rural ministry is difficult.  Congregations are small, perhaps just 5 or 8 people 
assembling on a Sunday morning in buildings that are costly to heat and maintain.  
Some church buildings are old fashioned with no running water or toilet facilities.  
Meetings multiply as each parish has its own PCC: David covers 6 Annual Parochial 
Church Meetings and around 36 PCC`s in a year!  Multi-parish benefices are difficult 
to manage and nationally there has been insufficient thought as to how they can be 
directed for the benefit of the parishes and provide consistent Sunday worship. 

The age profile of the congregations does not give rise to optimism.  Very few 
children come to church and when they do I have to think on my feet how to adapt 
the service.  I give a sigh of relief that I have a puppet or suitable visual aid available 
in my robe case and even better if Sheila is in the congregation and can provide 
helpful assistance. 

What I have said is nothing new.  Thirty years ago I worked closely with the 
specialised rural ministry training unit at the Arthur Rank Centre at Stoneleigh and 
these difficult features of rural life were forecast.  Indeed they were beginning to 
appear then with the withdrawal of the village Post Office, local school and shop. 

However there are distinctive, positive features.  The loyal few who make up the 
core congregation may be small in number but overflow with commitment.  There is 
goodwill towards supporting the church in ways other than attending services.  
Hence, in response to a restoration appeal, fund raising meals and concerts are well 
supported.  “We value our church building for Weddings, Baptisms, Funerals, 
Christmas, Easter and Harvest Services” is a typical repeated comment.  An average 
Sunday attendance of 8 can become 120 for a carol service. 

Three of the villages have a small school which adds greatly to the opportunities for 
encouraging Christian faith. 

      “ Into Rural Ministry…” 
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Phioto: 

Continued from previous page... 

Other than Barford 
church where 30 plus 
people worship regularly, 
the other 5 churches may 
have only 5, 8 or 15 
attending.  This number 
seems so small 
compared with the 250 or 
so at the Holy Trinity 
morning Eucharist, but 
both town and rural 
congregations are 2 to 3 
per cent of the parish. 

In all six parishes, Sheila 
and I have felt a real 

warmth in the welcome we have received.  There is much potential in these 
congregations, indeed the challenges are exciting and not a down drag. 

The concept of the church as a lifeboat comes to mind.  Most people do not want 
to travel in a lifeboat when sailing the seas.  Yet we do like to be assured that a 
lifeboat is there in case of need.  However, the lifeboat needs crew members who 
know how to operate it.  Our church crew in the countryside are diminishing in 
number.  Faith does not need the building but the building needs faith.  Enlarging 

the regular congregation is the urgent challenge before us. 
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Financial matters featured predominantly at this month’s PCC and included a renewed 
appeal for further giving to help support the ongoing work at Holy Trinity. Treasurer, 
Anthony Woollard, explained that work had begun on the 2016 budget but he had a 
cautionary message.  “There will be much repaying of loans next year for the South Side 
extension. We’ve gratefully received cheques from members of the congregation for 
around £50,000 so far – but we do need more in order to cover debts on the extension.  
We also need a continued increase in regular giving as we’re looking to recruit a children 
and families worker.  I hope and pray that we get more from visitors too.” The Reverend 
Patrick Taylor agreed.  “I would like to say a big thank you to those who’ve already given – 
I’m really delighted that our planned giving has increased compared to the same time last 
year. I would also like to remind those who have not yet reviewed their giving to do so, as 
it’s really important.” 

 

South Side Extension Church Warden Mike Warrillow informed the PCC that the 
archaeology bill for the South Side extension was likely to be more than double that 
originally projected.  “More bones, old gas and electricity pipes and vaults have been 
discovered during the archaeological works, which has significantly increased the 
workload and therefore the costs - from £55,000 to around £124,000.”  
“Standing Committee discussed this at length and agreed that despite the rising cost, we 
had enough money to finish the project.  The foundations and rain water drains are in and 
the concrete raft will be poured on the 24

th
 September.  But in real terms, we’re about a 

month behind schedule and therefore now due to complete the South Side extension in 
February 2016.” 

 

Trinity Times & Chancel Donation Increase 
Patrick thanked the new Trinity Times Editor Steve Newman “for achieving a great looking 
publication” but also advised that the costs of producing it were not economical.  The price 
of Trinity Times has not changed for around 5 years. 
PCC voted to give the Editor, in consultation with the Treasurer, discretion to increase the 
cover price of Trinity Times from 60p to up to £1 to cover the costs of production, from 
January 2016. 
After much discussion, PCC also voted to increase the suggested Chancel Donation to 
the following, from January 2016: 
 

Revised Suggested Chancel Donation 
Adult Concession Student 

Current £2 £1  50p 
Jan 2016 £3 £2  £1 

 

Mobile phone antenna 
Mike Warrillow provided details about an organisation called NET Coverage Solutions Ltd 
who have approached Holy Trinity with a proposal to house mobile phone antenna in the 
spire of the Church building.   
Mike explained that all the equipment, installations and legal fees would be paid for by 
NET and Holy Trinity would receive around £5,000 a year.  A range of views were 
expressed by PCC members and it was agreed to enter into a period of consultation with 
the church community before making a final decision 

PCC Report for September 2015 

                   Ruth Langdon 

                Continued on next page... 
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Vision and Purpose – what next? 
Patrick urged all those who have not yet picked up the vision leaflet “Lives changed 
through God’s love” at the back of the Church building, to do so.  “Vision is so important, 
because whenever a group of people get together to achieve something, if they don’t 
keep their minds on what they’re trying to achieve then things can go terribly wrong.  The 
same is true for us as a Church.  I’ve been asking since I came, what are we about, what 
direction are we going in and what’s our purpose?  These questions have all now been 
addressed and articulated in this leaflet.  I’m passionate about this and dedicated to it.  
The vision and purpose needs to become part of the DNA of our Parish and of our 
Church.  It’s about making a real difference in people’s lives and how we reach out in our 
local community and to our visitors. We need to continue the conversations and 
understand how we need to change to meet the vision.”  
Patrick preached about the new vision and purpose 2 weeks ago and has recommended 
going to the Holy Trinity website to listen again. The sermon has been uploaded to the 
home page as a sound recording. (www.stratford-upon-avon.org). 

 

Nurture & Discipleship Team 
Reverend Dr Steve Bate outlined how he’s established a new Nurture and Discipleship 
team, as agreed at the last PCC, in response to the new vision. The team, yet to be 
identified but to be led by Steve, will be responsible for developing a culture of learning 
within the Parish, that enables people to grow in their journey of Christian faith.  All those 
interested in joining this team are encouraged to speak to Steve. 
 

Canada Tour 2016 
Director of Music Benedict Wilson updated the PCC on planning for the Choir trip to 
Canada 27 July–10 August 2016, which will take in Toronto, Kingston, Ottawa and 
Stratford.  The Group booking is now closed, but all those interested in going and making 
their own travel arrangements, should speak to Jane Armitage. 
 

Other News 
Val Milburn has been put forward for the role of Communion Assistant and her husband 
Mike has been licensed by the Bishop as a Reader.  The PCC agreed to request 
permission to preach for James Sorrel-Cameron. 
 

Shakespeare 2016 
Mike Warrillow outlined Holy Trinity’s plans to celebrate 400 years of William 
Shakespeare’s legacy.  Holy Trinity has commissioned seven pieces of art to reflect the 
“Seven Ages of Man” - as described in Shakespeare’s comedy ‘As You Like It’.   
Jonathan Waller, a Senior Lecturer in Fine Art at Coventry University has agreed to 
produce the work, which will be displayed at Holy Trinity from early April to end August.  
Waller has work exhibited in many major collections including the Tate Gallery and New 
York’s Metropolitan Museum of Art. 
Jane Hornby summarised plans for a Flower Festival to take place in Holy Trinity across 
the 2 weeks either side of Shakespeare’s birthday.  Jane said that any money raised, will 

Continued from previous page... 

http://www.stratford-upon-avon.org
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The threat to the existence of Christianity in the Middle East is at last being 
recognised as a cause for concern by the secular western media. There is hope that 
this change of attitude will lead to political action to help Christian minorities and that 
a Christian presence will be allowed to remain in the region where Jesus lived on 
earth and the Church was born. 
 
Two-thirds of Iraqi Christians have fled since 2011. Over the past century the 
Christian population of Lebanon has dropped from 78% to 34%. Christians have fled 
in their thousands both from Israel and Palestinian lands. Few now remain in 
Bethlehem and Jerusalem. In Syria, where the Christian Church enjoyed government 
protection, very many church buildings have been destroyed, the elimination of 
Christianity in the world being one of the main goals of the Islamic State. 
 
Something strange however is happening to counteract this apparent decline and it 
can only be the work of the Holy Spirit as in biblical times. Wherever Islamic State 
and other jihadist groups operate, moderate Muslims are questioning their traditional 
beliefs. The love of Christ in action, shown by his followers, is making a definite 
impact. Christian grace is the only effective weapon but it is a mighty power. This is 
particularly being reported from Iraq. Algeria has also seen an enormous growth in 
the Church from a few hundred in 1980 to an estimated 60,000 today, and that 
began during the oppressive Islamic regime of 1991-2004. In Iran it is reported that 
thousands of Iranian Muslims are turning to Christ. In communist lands also the 
Church is seeing huge increases with the phenomenal growth of independent 
churches in Cuba. The Financial Times puts the estimated Christian population of 
China at 100 million compared with 87 million communist party members, yet many 
Christians remain in prison for their faith. 
 
Mission may be springing out of martyrdom but that only happens with the deepest 
pain and sorrow. Beleaguered Christians are crying out for western support. The 
Barnabas Fund is one among other agencies dedicated to helping them. It provides 
regular up-to-date world-wide information and prayer 
requests from the Suffering Church, but it also brings its 
stories of heroism and good news and provides a constant 
reminder that grace – loving kindness and goodwill in action 
– is our own most powerful tool in mission.  
 
If you would like to be a prayer supporter and to be kept 
informed please contact us via dandbellis4@btinternet.com  
or 01789 269409. David & Barbara Ellis 

Iraqi Christians 

mailto:dandbellis4@btinternet.com
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    Sweet Mincemeat 

I usually make this a couple of weeks before I need it, but keep giving it a stir. 
Note, this does not contain suet. 

Right, are you ready? 

All you need to do is put all the following ingredients (which can be doubled or 
more) into a covered container, stirring at least twice a week before you pot and 
seal in jars. 

 

Ingredients 

12oz/350g Raisins 

6oz/175g Chopped mixed peel 

12oz/350g Sultanas 

6oz/175g Flaked Almonds 

6 Medium Cox’s Apples 

(cored, chopped, but not peeled) 

12oz/350g Soft dark brown 

sugar 

1 Teaspoon of grated nutmeg 

1 Rounded teaspoon of ground 
allspice 

Add grated rind, and the juice of 
2 oranges and 2 lemons 

Then add 1/4pint/150mls of 
either whisky, brandy or rum… 

Then enjoy! 

Do try this at home 

Ann Morris 
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   What’s On in October 

Saturday October 3rd—Saturday Live in the Lounge—Relax with friends over 
a glass of wine and enjoy words and music by members of Trinity Players. You are 
most welcome to come with a reading or a song that you would like to share. 
Parish Centre Lounge—7.30pm, Admission Free. 

Sunday 11th October—Harvest Festival Lunch organised by The Friends of 
Shakespeare’s Church. 12noon in the Parish Centre, following the 10am 
Eucharist. For more information telephone Jane Hornby on 263966. 

Friday October 16th-Click & Chatter—2.15-3.45pm. Holy Trinity 
Parish Centre Lounge. Contact Andrea Blood (266825) or Gillian 
Nunn (415830) for more information. 

Sunday 18th October—Faith in Film. 7.30pm Parish Centre 
Lounge. October’s choice is The Spy Who Came in From the 
Cold, starring Richard Burton. 

Saturday 31st October—Trinity Players present The Black Car-
A Story of T.E. Lawrence, a visual radio play by Steve Newman. 
The Parish Centre Hall, 7.30pm. Tickets £5.00 from the Church 
Shop, by telephoning Steve Newman on 0717167627, or by 
emailing: stevenewman.newman@gmail.com   

T.E. Lawrence, Lawrence of Arabia, died 80 years ago this year 
aged 47. Most biographies, and David Lean’s film, stick firmly to 
the story that he died due to crashing his motorcycle having 
swerved to avoid hitting two errand boys riding delivery bikes. 
Only one biography mentions a suspicious black car at the scene 
of the crash, as did the brief inquest into Lawrence’s death. Over 
the years it has been quietly ‘forgotten’. 
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     Kevin Tomes’ Page 

 

       Kevin can be contacted on  kev.tomes@gmail.com 

So, normally my articles tend to tie in some basic moral message with something to 
do with comic books or pop culture or whatever. Not so much this month. Instead, I’d 
just like to let you know about something I did, almost out of the blue, in early 
September. 

I did the Wolf Run. 

The Wolf Run is a 10 kilometre assault course. 

The most physical activity I ever did prior to this was one year when I got into 
Rollerblading. That would have been in, give-or-take, 1999. So this was a bit of a 
challenge for me. 

The run started with a scramble over a bunch of tyres. This was followed by a waist-
deep wade through a river, which itself was followed by a knee-deep mud pit and a 
7-foot climb up a vertical muddy bank, shortly before a 100-yard crawl through a 
tunnel which used to be full of mud, but after several thousand prior runners it was 
now worn down to pebbles. Very hard and sharp pebbles. All that within the 
1

st
 kilometre. 

I trained for this for months. 

Actual physical training. The likes of which I’d never done before. 

I swapped out my usual gym routine for one focused more around running. I 
arranged group runs with my friends. I joined my brother on his long-distance bike 
rides. More physical activity was done by me in those 9-or so months than I’m sure 
I’ve done in the last 9-or so years. 

And it was great. 

Granted, I was hobbling for most of the following week. Sure my trainers had to go 
through the wash twice before the smell left. Sure I lost a glove, 
and my t-shirt had to be thrown away. But I loved it. So much 
so, that the lot of us are already planning to sign up again. 

I suppose there is a little message in this experience 
somewhere. Don’t be afraid to try new things, maybe? Or how 
about the reward is worth the effort? I don’t know. What I do 
know that I didn’t before is that I’m capable of doing a 10k 
assault course, and that I didn’t know I could do that until I tried. 

 
Maybe that’s the message? 

Wolf on the Run! 
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Jane Hornby 

The Friends of the Music were shocked and deeply saddened to hear of the tragic 

death on the 30th August of Natalia Strelchenko (also known as Natalia Strelle), 

one of the world’s most highly acclaimed concert pianists.  

Natalia performed Chopin’s Andante spianato and Grande Polonaise Brillante at 

Soundbites on Wednesday 12th August in Holy Trinity Church. Her young son, Leo, 

accompanied her on the viola for Schubert’s Arpeggione (1st movement) for viola 

and piano. This was most likely her very last public performance and those in the 

audience who were able to attend the recital were very privileged to witness her 

extraordinary musical talent and flamboyant style.  

Russian-born Natalia was educated at the St Petersburg State Conservatory and 

made her debut, aged twelve, with the St Petersburg Symphony Orchestra.  She 

moved to Oslo and continued her education at the Norwegian Academy of Music.   

Natalia performed concerts all over the world, including Scandinavia, Russia, 

Germany, Holland, Italy, Spain, Czechoslovakia, the UK, Japan and the USA.  

Since 2014 she had held the position of Assistant Professor at the Conservatoire of 

Belfort, France. 

The Friends wish to extend heartfelt condolences to all of Natalia’s family and 

friends as they mourn the loss of this beautiful and talented musician.  
 

                                   Natalia Strelchenko 

Photo: www.buzzfeed.com 
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Ed Mulryne’s Page 

 

 

What is my favourite instrument? Is it the violin? The Oboe? The lute? Am I excited 
by the sweet, mellow sound of the cello? Am I charmed by the ivory tickling of 
Lang Lang on the Joanna? Oh no. My musical tastes go further. They harken back 
to an age of excess. An age of innovation, artistry and poodle hair. 

I believe the Stylophone has been unfairly dismissed by the modern world. How 
can it be that an instrument capable of such beauty is almost forgotten by younger 
generations? It is a problem that I hope to share with the whole country. Nay, the 
world. The Stylophone needs to live again. To breathe. To enchant and delight 
once more. And it starts here. Right here. Right now. 

For too long concerts and recitals have gone on without so much as a hint of the 
1970s/80s warble. The time for resurgence has come, and you can either roll with 
the times or lie down in the dust. 

Having already achieved Grade 8 in the Stylophone, there is 
little I can do to further my understanding of this heavenly in-
strument. Now it’s all up to you, dear reader. My message to 
you is: spread the word. Become, as I have done, an official 
member of the Stylophone Evangelical Church and help 
spread the word! 

What now? Now we look to the future. I dream of a land 

where happiness is just a swipe away. I dream of a land 

where weddings will be accompanied by a rousing rendition 

of Pachelbel’s Kanon, played 

by a Stylophone quartet. 

One day, we may get there. 

One day. But only if we pull 

together. In this situation, it 

seems that we really can tap 

our troubles away. 

Editorial Note: Please let me have  your memories of and experiences with a 
Stylophone.                                                                                           Steve 

 “Right here. Right now!” 
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 From The September Registers... 

Weddings 

Christenings 

Funerals 

13th 
Noah Desperles-Hughes 

Joshua William Glynn 

20th Noah Chapleo (at Rosebird) 

23rd Douglas Peach 

24th Christine Evans 

Junior Church 
For children and young people 

Worship, learn and grow together with Jesus. Held in the Holy Trinity 
Parish centre, starting at 9.30am, with croissants and drinks with parents. 
Finishes by joining the Parish Eucharist in Holy Trinity. 

19th Paul Carrell and Caroline Copley 

Simon Rose and Kamila Zielinska 
26th 

Jason Sarfo-Annin and Sarah Clarke 
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Sunday Readings for Holy Trinity Stratford-upon-Avon 

 All Saints’ Luddington & 

 St Helen’s Clifford Chambers 

4
th

 October  18
th

 Sunday after Trinity             

 
 

11
th

 October 19
th

 Sunday after Trinity Harvest Festival 

 
 

18
th

 October 20
th

 Sunday after Trinity St Luke the Evangelist 

 
 

25
th

 October 21st Sunday after Trinity  Bible Sunday 

 
 

All Saints Luddington & St Helens Clifford Chambers  

The same readings except; 

4
th

 October  Harvest Festival at Clifford Chambers;  

Joel ch.2 v.21-27. Matthew ch.6 v.25-33 

11
th

 October  Hebrews ch.4 v.12-end. Mark ch.10 v.17-31 

8.00 & 10.00 am 6.00 pm 

Hebrews ch.1 v.1-4, ch.2. v.5-12 Joshua ch.3 v.7-end 

Mark ch.10 v.2-16 Matthew ch.10 v.1-22 

8.00 & 10.00 am 6.00 pm 

Joel ch.2 v.21-27 Joshua ch.5 v.13-ch.6 v.20 

Matthew ch.6 v.25-33 Matthew ch.11 v.20-end 

8.00 & 10.00 am 6.00 pm 

2 Timothy ch.4 v.5-17 Isaiah ch.61 v.1-6 

Luke ch.10 v.1-9 Colossians ch.4 v.7-end 

8.00  [10.00 am TBA] 6.00 pm 

2 Timothy ch.3 v.14-ch.4 v.5 2 Timothy ch.3 v.14-ch.4 v.5 

John ch.5 v.36b-end John ch.5 v.36b-end 

Compiled by John Cohen 

As a help and guide for the 
congregations. 
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  Howlers! 
   Compiled by Pat Pilton —    pat.pilton@btinternet.com 

A Times’ reader living in Essex spotted a supermarket 
job vacancy advert for “Ambient Replenishment.” On 
checking with a member of staff, he discovered that it 
meant “shelf stacking”.  

A friend who has an evening shelf-stacking job at            
a supermarket, tells me that, according to her 

contract, she is a “Twilight Merchandiser.”         

                                                            Letter to The Times 

A volunteer working in Holy Trinity Church Shop                
inquired of a visitor if he had come to see the grave. 
“Who’s grave is that?” asked the visitor.     

Shop volunteer 

Description from the Freeview TV programme guide: 
Borgen – new series in Danish. Guidance: Contains 
language that some may find offensive.             

 Radio 4’s The News Quiz 
 

The reverend has derived great benefits from his  
holiday and is returning this week to his cuties.    

  The Church Gazette 

Lucy Hammond, 72, won a hanging basket  contest 
in Marlborough,  Wiltshire, after giving her plants a            

tipple of vintage port once a week. 

               You Absolutely Couldn’t Make It Up 

“I worked in a bookshop where I found a book on 
lacrosse in the Religious section” 

             Reader’s letter in Daily Telegraph 

One-liners     FROM THE 
2015 Edinburgh Fringe 

If you don’t know what 
introspection is – you need 
to take a long, hard look at 

yourself.                  Ian Smith 

                                        

I went to Waterstones and 
asked the woman for a book 
about turtles. She asked: 
"Hardback?" and I was like: 
"Yeah, and little heads."                                                 
Mark Simmons 

Even at school they thought I 
had special powers. What 
was the phrase: ‘Constant 
super-vision’.                                                                        
Milton Jones  

 

My wife and I can never agree 
on holidays. I want to fly to 
exotic places and stay in five-
star hotels. And she wants to 
come with me.                                          
Kelly Kingham                     

They said it: 

“Faith is to believe what you do not see; the               

reward of this faith is to see what you believe.”                          
St. Augustine 

“Be faithful in small things because it is in them that 

your strength lies.” Mother Teresa 
 

“I die the king’s faithful servant, but God’s first.”                            
Thomas More 

 

“Er... Vicar?...you’re a praying  man 
aren’t you 
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A Vicar was once asked "I know you work on Sunday, but what do you do the rest of 
the week?  Judith Dorricott, a member of our congregation, decided to find out how 
our Vicar, Reverend Patrick Taylor, spends his week: 
 

JD  - Can you describe your average day? 

PT -  I don't really have an average day, and that's one of the joys of this job. My day is 
always marked with Morning Prayer at 9.15am and Evening Prayer at 4.15pm in church. 
Setting aside these times for prayer makes it possible to remain connected to God 
through the rest of the day. The weekday Holy Communion Services (Tuesdays in 
church or Wednesdays in the Guild Chapel) also help to sustain me through the week. 

JD - What about the administration of the church? 

PT - Well, although I’m based in my study at home, I go into the Parish Office most 
mornings to catch up with Linda McDermott, our Parish Manager.  We have a staff 
meeting every Monday when we look at the diary and any future bookings. There might 
be a choir, for example, who want to give a concert at Holy Trinity and we have to make 
sure that events don't clash and are appropriate for us to host as a church. 

JD - Any more regular meetings?  

PT - Yes, lots! For example, every Thursday we have a Leadership Team meeting, and 
that includes myself, Steve Bate, Rachel Saum and Nicki Chatterton, and the retired 
clergy join us once a month.  We are currently discussing ways of providing a service 
that's less formal - one aimed at people who aren't used to going to Church.*    I haven't 
mentioned our regular Standing Committee meetings - they take place every six weeks, 
and we also have the PCC every two months. 

JD - What a lot of commitments!  What else? 

The 

Judith Dorricott 

Interview 
 

Photo: John Burgess 

PT -  I'm a Governor of our C of E primary school, The Willows , so I go to meetings 
there, and take the occasional Assembly.  I try to visit the other local schools too but 
there is never enough time in my week.  I'm a Trustee of the Shakespeare Birthplace 
Trust, and Chaplain to the Royal Shakespeare Company as well.  Then of course there 
are the one-to-one meetings with parishioners and the seven members of staff and 
clergy I line manage, as well as meetings with wedding couples or the bereaved.  

        Continued on next page... 
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JD: What about preparation time for your own sermons?  When does that fit it? 

PT: Thursday afternoon is sermon-writing time!  I start earlier in the week by looking at  
the Bible readings and thinking about current events, but I try to have my sermon 
finished by Thursday evening. 

JD - We haven't talked about pastoral care yet. 

PT - As a Parish Priest that comes first.  I'm always available to parishioners in need, 
and these often are emergency visits, if some-one is seriously ill for example; these 
commitments override such things as meetings.  If one of our regular church-goers is in 
difficulties, I try to keep in contact with them during the week. But the days of  simply 
"having the Vicar to tea" are long since gone! 

JD - How do you balance work and family life? 

PT - Friday is my day off, and Saturdays I aim to put the family before parish duties. I 
take Edmund and Beatrice to school every morning, and then after Evening Prayers, I 
take my dog-collar off and spend time with Laura and the twins.  But most evenings, 
after we’ve eaten I have more meetings.  I'm often up at 6.00 am to catch up on work 
before the family stir.  As a priest, I am called to serve to God and the parish, but I’m 
also called to be a husband and a father. 

JD - What about your own spiritual development?  You seem to have little time for 
yourself. 

PT - I really enjoy my monthly Quiet Day, when I can pray, read and reflect, and I'm 

fortunate to attend a four-day retreat once a year.  I am supported by my own Spiritual 

Director whom I try to see every couple of months. 

Continued from previous page... 

JD - Does your background in engineering help you? 

PT - Strangely, it does.  Not in the spiritual sense, but the time-management and 
presentation skills I learnt are useful.  I love working with other people and see my job as 
an enabling and encouraging one. When things go wrong - for example a project may be 
going over budget - I need to bring people with the relevant expertise together. 

JD - It doesn't sounds as if you have time for any hobbies. 

PT - As a trained engineer, I love to shape things and make them happen.  So I am 
building a model railway - and Edmund enjoys helping me! 

JD - Patrick, some final quick fire questions:  anything you don't like about the job? 

PT - So many emails!  

JD - Your biggest challenge? 

PT - There's never enough time to do everything properly - the outreach work, the 
pastoral work and running a parish. There is a fine line between work being manageable 
and exhausting.  I'm a perfectionist so have to remind myself sometimes that God wants 
things to be good but not necessarily perfect! 

JD - Your favourite Service? 

PT - Parish Eucharist definitely.  I love seeing the community come together to celebrate. 

JD - And your favourite time of year? 

PT - Advent.  The anticipation of Christ's Coming.  It's such a special season. 

JD - Patrick, thank you so much for sharing your busy life with your parishioners. 

* Food4thought 
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Photo: Harry Lomax 
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2016 Annual Conference 
Of 

Modern Church 

Performing the Faith: Shakespeare in the World 
Shakespeare, the Theatre and Theology Today 

2016 is the 400th anniversary of the death of England’s—some would say, the 
world’s—greatest playwright. 

Shakespeare’s links with religion are complex, but his plays contain much implicit 
(and occasionally more explicit) theology. And the very form of the drama owes 
much to religious traditions—even if the Church has at times viewed it with 
suspicion. To this day, whether on stage or on screen, drama—and not least the 
work of Shakespeare, staged and interpreted in ever new ways—remains a most 
powerful medium for exploring truth and meaning. Liberal Christians, who read the 
books of scripture, tradition and reason alongside each other, need also to learn to 
read this cultural phenomenon. 

Our keynote speaker, Rowan Williams has spoken 
and written much about the links between 
Shakespeare and theology. Our chair, Alison 
Milbank, Associate Professor of Theology and 
Literature at the University of Nottingham, is a 
well-known writer on the theological implications 
of English literature, and contributed a paper on 

Apocalyptic readings: the Bible and the novel to our 2011 conference on reading 
the Bible today. 

Our Chaplain, Paul Edmondson, is Head of Research at the 
Shakespeare Birthplace Trust in Stratford-upon-Avon, and an 
internationally noted Shakespeare scholar as well as a Minister in 
secular employment. Other speakers include Professor Ronnie 
Mulryne, Dr Bea Groves, Dr Graham Ward, and Dr Alycia Smith-
Howard. 

High Leigh Conference Centre, Hoddesdon, Herts 

July 11th —July 13th 2016 

For more info: www.cct.org.uk 

Anthony Woollard 

Conference 

Secretary 
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Dr Raymond Simpson-Smith was born in Aberdeen and was 
educated in NE Scotland and Suffolk, where he and his wife 
Ruthie Copeman first met at a very young age.  Because of 
visits for many decades by trawlermen from NE Scotland to 
the fishing grounds off the coast of Norfolk during the autumn 
months, their two families had known each other for three 
generations. 
Raymond read Dental Surgery at the University of Edinburgh, 
where he was awarded the Gold Medal for Excellence, usually given to a 
graduating student, in his last two consecutive years.  He practised dentistry in 
Aberdeen and later in Winchester.   
He was a talented fast bowler, often achieving extraordinary figures, and also an 
outstanding batsman, either opening or coming in at no 3 while playing for 
Aberdeenshire.   Aged about 11, he was spotted by a scout from (ironically) 
Warwickshire County Cricket Club’s junior section and offered a place, but his parents 
did not want him travelling to the fleshpots of England!  Whilst still a schoolboy, he often 
played for Buckie First XI – all adults of course – hitting the newspaper headlines in one 
game with ten wickets for twelve runs!  While in Winchester he played for Hampshire 
2nds. 
For six years Raymond was a Churchwarden at Holy Trinity, five of these as senior 
warden.  He was Chairman of the Friends of the Music for twelve years, leading the 
annual intrepid expeditions to places such as London, Portsmouth, Norwich, Ely and 
Wells, each outing ending with Evensong at the cathedral. 
He was a reader at All Saints’ Church, Luddington, where he also decorated the ancient 
font with large displays of flowers at Easter and Harvest. 
For a decade he served as a very active and involved member of the Executive 
Committee of The Friends of The Guild Chapel, helping to promote this hidden gem of 
the town. 
Raymond was also a steward at the Shakespeare Birthday Celebrations, escorting 
diplomats and dignitaries. At his death a letter of condolence was received from the 
former High Commissioner of Antigua and Barbuda, Sir Carl Roberts and his wife Lady 
Pauline Roberts. 
In a voluntary capacity Raymond worked at the Royal Shakespeare Theatre for many 
years, and was Front of House Manager for most drama groups in Stratford including 
our own Trinity Players. 
He loved and was very knowledgeable about animals, plants and the countryside.  He 
had an extraordinary rapport with dogs.  He was a Vice-President of the Royal Norfolk 
Agricultural Association and, on visits to Norfolk, a frequent visitor to services at Norwich 
Cathedral.                                                                                   

    Raymond Simpson-Smith 
               An Appreciation 

“ After life’s fitful fever he sleeps well.” 

Raymond passed into God’s keeping on the 11th August, exactly thirty years to the 
day that he and Ruthie met up again after an interval of many years following their 
childhood friendship. 
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Photo: Keith Patterson (RSC) 

Sam Bridges gave his farewell 
Soundbites Concert on 
September 16th. In a programme 
that ranged from Schubert to 
Richard Rogers Sam proved once 
more what a splendid tenor he is. 
We wish him well in Oxford.   

Mike Milburn with Patrick at 
Coventry Cathedral after 
Mike’s Licensing Service. 
Trinity Players member 
Sarah Cushing, who 
worships at Shottery, was 
also licensed during the 
same service. 

 Volunteering 
 

God’s House needs 
Keeping clean 
Just like any other 
Who will do the work? 
For there’s no  
Superior mother 
 
So who steps in? 
Why, John and Cilla 
To clean behind 
Each ledge and pillar 
 
With cloth and brush 
Each nook and cranny 
Is cleaned with love 
By Grandpa and Granny 
 
Misericords are very tricky 
Being old and delicate 
Each little bit needs 
Extra care 
And to that end 
We dedicate -- 
Ourselves as ‘Holy Dusters’ 

     Cilla Burgess 
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The Big Friendly Giant 
The Big Friendly Giant (Pete Cubitt to his 
friends) needs a boy and a girl to help him tell 
how he defeated the child-chewing giants. Are 
there any young people at Holy Trinity who 
would like to join the fun with Trinity Players?  
There will be two performances on November 
14th 2015. Please contact Ursula Russell on 
01789 204923   

or email: urussell@joyousgard.org.uk 

Trinity Ladies 

We had a wonderful meeting on 16
th
 September when Marilyn Price from the 

Citizens Advice Bureau came to give some “Advice for Winter”.  She gave a 
brief introduction to her “being in the job” which left me exhausted!  There are 
over 500 CAB’s in Britain, each have charitable status, Stratford is funded by 
Stratford District Council, The Town Trust and Warwickshire County Council, 
covering 377 square miles of the district.  Age Concern gives free legal advice 
and can give help with any problems; this can be given at Briar Croft or home 
visits can be arranged. Anyone over 50 is classed as “aged” and eligible for 
advice. 

Our next meeting is at 2p.m. on 21
st
 October – the speaker will be Sam 

Reich, grandson of Tibor Reich – all are welcome.  Tibor Reich designed the 
beautiful fabric in the Beckett Chapel and Trinity Ladies contributed towards it 
in our charity giving last year.  In November we will be 70 – watch this space!! 

I look forward to seeing you on Wednesday 16
th
 October – please remember 

to bring tins and packets for the Food Bank. 

                                            Ann Morris 
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A History of Trinity Times 

        by Geoffrey and Doreen Lees 

Part Five: More Highlights from The First Decade 

Patricia Wainwright 

Although Patricia Wainwright (see Part Four in September edition) wrote much 
more in her fascinating series “Know Your Church”, our tribute to this 
remarkable lady ends with further extracts from Patricia’s comments on the 

chancel.  

 
“There are many monuments in the Chancel, apart from the Dean’s tomb. There is 

another near it; John Combe, a friend of Shakespeare. The splendid portrait bust on the 
wall is of Richard and Judith Combe. 
Notice also the 15

th
 century font. It was flung out of the church with many other precious 

things, and was found again many years later in a garden, broken. It now stands where 
rests one of the more famous babies to receive Christian baptism from holy water within 
it; William Shakespeare himself! 
Before the Reformation our churches were full of rich colour. The walls were brightly 
painted with figures of saints and illustrations from the scriptures for a congregation who 
could neither read nor write. Candles glowed on the many richly decorated altars. In the 
Rev Harvey Bloom’s book ‘Shakespeare’s Church’ there is mention of a document dated 
July 1476 which is ‘an inventory of the ornaments and vestments of Holy Trinity. It covers 
over two pages! 
In an inventory in a vestry minute book dated 1617, following the Reformation, the 
treasures of Holy Trinity take up only ten lines. No gold, silver jewels or vestments. Oliver 
Cromwell’s Commonwealth turned our churches into cold, dark, dreary places. The 
beautiful glass was smashed, colourfully painted walls were washed over and treasures 
disappeared. 
People did not start giving anything of real value to their churches for many years after 
this, but in 1716 a family called Woolmer gave Holy Trinity the silver gilt communion 
plate, two cups of Georgian shape, two patens and ‘as many’ tankard shaped flagons. 
They bear the name of ‘Joseph Woolmer un fil Johan Woolmer. On the cups and on one 
flagon are the names Johan Woolmer, Ed Woolmer, Tho Woolmer et Ben Woolmer filli 
Johan Woolmer’. This family was well known in Stratford for many years. In 1675 Johan 
Woolmer was the last bailiff and first mayor of Stratford upon Avon. In 1670 Mrs Sarah 
Woolmer gave the Church the great brass candelabrum now hanging from the tower. It is 
a beautiful sight on Christmas Eve with candles glowing on its many branches. 
The great brass cross on the High Altar is set with semi-precious stones and was a gift in 
memory of the Rev Francis Smith who died in 1908. He was for twenty five years Priest 
Chaplain and ‘a very popular man and a splendid preacher’. This cross was obviously 
meant to match the altar candle holders and the communion rail which is elegantly 
worked in brass and inset with semi-precious stones.”  
 

Patricia notes in conclusion: “The Victorians gave a number of brass objects to the 
Church, some splendid alms dishes set with semi-precious stones and a wealth of vases 
of various shapes and sizes. Amongst the present generation of worshippers the Scriven 
family have given the ebony and silver cross and candlesticks.” 

To Be Continued... 
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     Tony Guy -  Toward An MBE 

Part Three 

“Dallas or Bust” 
In Conversation with Steve Newman 

Stanley Woods 1930s Tony, Mum & Grandfather Tony with his Mum 

Tony & Joyce arrived in Warwickshire in September 1971. After asking around about 
putting on a Gang Show Tony was told ,“There’s no talent in Warwickshire.”  

That was something of a red rag to a bull for Tony, who soon got the message out and 
within a couple of weeks was holding auditions at Binswood College. He also persuaded 
Blackpool and Warrington to put on a performance and show Warwickshire how it was 
done. 

 “Over 60 very talented people attended those auditions. Our first 
Warwickshire Gang Show was in May 1972 at The Pavilion, 
Jepson Gardens, Leamington Spa. They knocked the Theatre 
down a few days after the show, but the following year we were 
the first amateur show in the new Royal Spa Centre.” 

Ralph Reader (who started and wrote The London Gang Show) 
heard about Tony’s show and became a regular visitor. Reader 
even worked with Tony in writing the last show that WAGS 
performed at the Spa centre. 

“In 1980 a Scout Leader from Dallas, Texas, saw the show and suggested we take it to 
Texas. So in 1982—on our 10

th
 anniversary—WAGS charted a Jumbo jet and took the 

show in Dallas and Fort Worth. Unfortunately WAGS had difficulty selling the tickets in 
Dallas. Thankfully the Dr Pepper drinks organisation donated $20,000 to buy 2,000 
tickets and avoid losing money. Then our airline, Brannif, went bust while we were still in 
Texas. The whole 18 day trip was filmed by ATV who televised the one hour 
documentary on 13

th
 July 1982 at the prime spot of 9.00pm. “Dallas or Bust” can still be 

viewed on YouTube. 

Two years later, in 1984, WAGS performed for a week at the Main 
Stage of The Royal Shakespeare Theatre, with Princess Ann as the 
Guest of Honour. Three years later WAGS needed to find another 
venue, which proved so difficult they ended up erecting a 2,000 
seater theatre in a circus big top at the National Motorcycle museum, 
near the NEC.  

The following year they toured Warwickshire for 6 weeks and have 
performed annually at the Royal Spa Centre in Leamington Spa. 

During their time WAGS have performed at the O2 Arena, The Royal Albert Hall, and in 
the West End of London. In 2012 Tony organised a National Gang Show at The 
Birmingham Hippodrome to celebrate 80 years of Gang Shows. He is currently planning 
to stage the 90

th
 Anniversary show at the London Palladium.  

                    To Be Continued... 

Ralph Reader 

Princess Ann 
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Tony & Joyce and their MG—1960s 

Scout Leader Tony 

A Personal Appreciation 

of The Life of Norman Kitcher 

1922—2015 

Our father, Norman Mac Kitcher was brought up in Palmers Green, North London. He 
was the youngest in the family with one older brother and an older sister. 

During WW2 he enlisted in the RAF and trained as a ground control radio operator. 
Using direction finding equipment to plot a pilots position. He was based at various 
locations (usually in the middle of a desert) in the middle east and on Malta during the 
famous siege. 

Having been encouraged at school to pursue his love of craft and sketching, when he 
left the RAF after the war he enrolled at a teacher training college specialising in arts 
and crafts. 

After teaching at various schools around London, at one of which he 
met and married his wife Freda in 1954, in the late 50's the family 
moved to Burford, where Norman became head of the craft 
department. 

While living and working in Burford with us, their two young sons, 
Norman and Freda became involved in various aspects of Burford 
social life. He was a church warden at Fulbrook Church for many 
years, and later at Holy Trinity. 

He was also responsible for starting up the 1st Burford Scout troop. Over the years 
many local boys had great fun on summer camps all over England and various 
sporting activities such as caving and canoeing. The Burford Scout troop is still going 
strong today. He also found the time, with the help of family and friends, to build a 
garage and a long drystone garden wall. Norman and Freda were enthusiastic Bridge 
players and spent many a happy evening with friends trying to get that 'grand slam'! 
They didn't really go in for competitions, but filled in at short notice to make up the 
numbers at a bridge drive in Taynton and emerged the winners! 

After retiring from Burford school in 1979 Norman and Freda bought a shop in 
Chipping Norton and sold craft goods with a bit of tourist information thrown in for good 
measure. Norman also reignited his passion for violin making and over the years made 

a total of five. 

Eventually they moved to Stratford-upon-Avon where Norman 
continued his violin making. At a very special 'surprise' 80th 
birthday party organised by Freda a couple of professional 
violinists played his violins to tremendous applause. 

Norman lived his life to the fullest with those around him, be it 
family, friends, school, scouts etc. He will be missed by all who 
knew him. 

David & John Kitcher 

Freda 2010 
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Lifebuilders 
Lifebuilders is for young people of 11-12 years of age. The group meet in the Parish 

Centre on some Tuesdays during term time. Arrival from 4.15pm. Games, discussions 
and prayers from 4.45-5.30pm. 

For more details contact Rachel Saum on 07815793625 

Photos: John Burgess 

In March 2008 when the 
2010 Celebrations Com-
mittee met for the first 
time it was suggested 
that alongside all the 
events being planned for 
that year, the Medieval 
Fair and Banquet, The 
School’s Project and 
The Sermon Series, a 
lasting legacy should be 
considered and so it 
was decided that tapes-
try seat cushions would 
be made for the choir 
stalls. 

Will Hawkes agreed to 
work on the designs, 

having previously designed the kneelers which were made in the 1970’s. The designs for 
the cushions were drawn up incorporating swirling banners on which the words of psalm 
150 appeared and to make the designs aesthically pleasing annotated music was com-
posed by organist Stephen Dodsworth and used in the background. 

This process took some time because samples were worked, colours decided, and vol-
unteers sought to carry out the project but in the autumn of 2009 the project was 
launched and the first six cushions started. At the end of 2010 when the first group were 
halfway through this mammoth project more volunteers had come forward the second 
set of six were begun. The dedication of the twelve volunteers must not be underestimat-
ed. The project required commitment and time but meeting periodically they supported 
one another, and in 2011 they saw the results of their determination. Five cushions have 
been completed and upholstered and as soon as the front bench cushions are complete 

there will be a dedication service in church, hopefully in the new year. 

The final two cushions for the benches in front of the clergy stalls will 
complete the overall scheme and are being worked by members of 
Stratford on Avon Decorative and Fine Arts Society. It is hoped that 
these will begin this autumn.  

 Stella Webley 

CHOIR SEAT CUSHIONS 2010 

Liz Johnson   Hester Hawkes  Margaret Edwards  Tina Allen  Hazel Brazier  Gay Gott 
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  The Bells, The  Bells 
    Jeanette Davey 

       Deputy Tower Captain 

                  Continued on next page... 

The ringing chamber is home to some interesting arts and crafts which very few get to 
see.  It’s not unusual – many ringing chambers have really interesting artefacts tucked 
away in their towers. 

Here’s some examples from ours; I’ll be continuing my guided tour of the ringing 
chamber in future editions. 

The very first peal on the bells was in 1887 and, unusually for a ringing chamber, we 
have no peal board to mark that.  One significant peal on the bells was in 1904, recorded 
on this beautiful peal board.  Not much is known about the ringers listed except for Harry 
Withers, the conductor that day.  He is recorded in the 1937 book ‘The History and Art of 
Change Ringing’ as being a fine carilloneur who performed abroad as well as at his 
home tower of Bourneville and at Loughborough.   

We also have evidence of austere times immediately post-WW2, with four peal boards 
which are much more simple in style.  Some of the names are more familiar to us.  Derek 

Stanley, Reg Chapman, Vivian B (Jack) Hunt and 
Clarence (Jim) Steed (listed on another of the peal 
boards) were all Stratford ringers. Jack owned the TV 
shop in Henley Street, Jim’s brother was the organist at 
St Nicholas Church, Alcester and Joe Johnson was 
married to Geoff Hemming’s sister.  Jack Hunt left the 
church a legacy which helped to fund the bookstall 
screen at the back of the church.  Look closely to the 
right hand side of the bookstall’s entrance and you will 
see a small brass plaque commemorating his 
contribution. 

The local interest continues because these four plaques 
were made at the Royal Label Factory, which was then 
in Old Town, so they are likely to have been made in 
cast aluminium – they are very lightweight.  Most road 
signs were in cast aluminium and the largest maker of 
them was the Royal Label Factory, which produced 
signs of the absolute highest quality, with very crisp 
lettering and edges. 

Turning to recent times, the ringers commissioned this 

record of the weight of and inscriptions on the bells.  It 

was chosen to be the best permanent reminder in the 

ringing chamber of Bill Hicks, our highly regarded 

ringing friend, who had put so much time into ringing, 

teaching and maintenance of the bells.   
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Continued from previous page.. 

Virtually every tower has a 
record of the weight of the 
bells and, prior to this, 
ours comprised something 
akin to a scrap of paper, 
typed up and framed.  So 
this was a fitting tribute to 
Bill who, amongst other 
things, took on the role of 
steeple keeper.  It’s also 
much more appropriate for 
our ringing chamber than 
our previous scrap of 
paper, as ours is one of 
the nicest you could wish 
to be in, for space and for 
comfort.  It’s also a fitting 
tribute for the bells 
themselves and for those 
commemorated. 

As a ringing team we 
debated many aspects 
and his daughters Jane 
and Sarah had input too.  
Bill was a lifelong member 
of the RSPB and British 
Trust for Ornithology and 
in the 1970’s and 80’s he 
was Chair of the 
Warwickshire Nature 
Conservation Trust (now 
Warwickshire Wildlife 
Trust).  He continued to 
volunteer on their sites 
and reserves long after 

holding that role, hence the representation in this artwork of birds and wild flowers 
around his name.  It was done by Wiltshire calligrapher Helen Scholes, herself a bell 
ringer. 

If you’d like to have a go at ringing, don’t hesitate to contact me.  Also, if you have 
particular knowledge of archiving and a few hours to spare, we’d love to have your help 
in recording and setting out properly what we do have in the ringing chamber.   

Contact: 

jeanette.davey1@btinternet.com, or phone 01789 299145 and leave a message, or 
speak to 

Charles Wilson our Tower Captain, or any of the ringers.  It would be good to see you. 
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Trinity Tots 
For the under 5s 

Trinity Tots meets every Thursday at 1.30pm in the Parish Centre Hall during 
term time. We need more volunteers. If you can help please contact 

 Steve or Val Bate on 01789 299195 

 

Children and Families Minister now a Possibility! 
 
Back in June I asked us all to review our planned giving which supports the 
ministry of this Parish. A priority for us at present is raising enough extra income so 
that we can employ a Children and Families Minister to continue the fantastic work 
already taking place. 

 

I’m delighted to be able to report that it looks like we will see an increase of about 

£10,000 per year in regular giving following the appeal. This includes 15 members 

of the congregation who have signed up to the Stewardship scheme for the first 
time, and 50 existing donors who have increased their level of giving, some by a 
considerable amount. I am extremely grateful for this generous response which 
means we have made a significant step towards being able to engage someone to 
lead our ministry to Children and Families. The total cost of this will be in the 

region of about £14,000 per year, so if you intended to increase your giving or to 

join the scheme but haven’t yet got round to doing so, please can I urge you to 
give this your serious consideration? 
 

If you would like information about planned giving, this can be found on our 
website (www.stratfrod-upon-avon.org) or by contacting the Stewardship Officer, 
Chris Kennedy on 01789 299785 or by email cjk1000@hotmail.com. 

 

Thank you again for your generous support which enables us to 
sustain our ministry and outreach to people of all ages. 

 

                                                          

   Stewardship Renewal Update 

              Patrick Taylor 

http://www.stratfrod-upon-avon.org
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There is a silent army of people we meet and see almost on a daily basis that often go 
unnoticed. The people I speak of are retail workers. I refrain from using company names, 
but everyone reading this has met many retail employees in their lifetime. Retail workers 
are the unsung workers in the world today. The chances are that you may have worked in 
retail yourself, or work there now. 

The retail sector provides jobs for three million people in the UK, with more than half part-
timers, compared to less than a third across the whole economy. Departments within stores 
are invariably target driven and very busy, with some staff working long after customers 
have left the stores. Shift work, unsociable hours and weekend working are the norm.  

Nowadays we seem to expect our shops to be open seven days a week, with some open 
24 hours a day. The erratic working schedule can mess with retail workers lives until some 
individuals realise their job has become their life. In retail there are no sacred Sundays and 
not many bank holidays where the store doors do not open. This endless demand can 
quickly become a serious area of contention for retail workers. 

Remember the phrase "the customer is always right."? Well, often they’re not. However, 
many retailers feel they should work to this adage in order to retain customers. The 
employees do so to retain their jobs. All too common in retail, the employee is often 
expendable and knows it. So continual politeness and an almost permanent smile is the 
rule of the day however they are treated, whatever the situation. Retail today has also 
become a place where employees struggle to exist because of the tight job market but also 
because of the traditionally low wages.  

Recently a number of well-known high street stores have ceased trading, and empty units 
on every shopping street signal the stressful conditions under which many of those 
remaining are trading. Both a decrease in consumer spending during the recession and the 
transition of some companies to a predominantly online existence has prompted marked 
shifts in the retail environment. Although technological advancement continues to have a 
pronounced effect, the majority of jobs remain relatively low paid. An increase in discount 
retailers, more own branded goods from larger retail operators, and the ageing of the 
population generally, all means that rapid change in the sector is likely to continue. 

We rely on our retailers for almost everything we need to feed and cloth ourselves, for all 
our white goods and furniture, and for the many gadgets we 
use in our work and leisure.  

So the next time you go into a store and wait to be served be 
more aware of the person who serves you.   

With the busiest time of the year for retailers just around the 
corner may I ask that you remember and pray for our retail 
workers and the many families whose well-being rests on this 
highly volatile sector.  

 

Day of Prayer for Retailers 
 22nd October 2015 at Holy Trinity Church During The Day 

Or in The Parish Centre Lounge at 7.30pm 

In Association with Stratford Churches Together 

Nicki 
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A Canterbury Tale… 

as told by Hilary Newman 

“But Christ’s own lore and His apostles’ twelve 

He taught; but first he followed it himself.”  

The Prologue, referring to The Parson, The Canterbury Tales 
 

Early one September morning, a motley group of 
parishioners, ably led by Steve Bate, assembled at the Parish 
Centre to begin a journey; a journey that was to be inspiring, 
moving, thought-provoking and very companionable. 

Once luggage was stored and people settled, our journey was blessed by 
Margaret, and our modern day ‘caravan’ set off for Canterbury. Morning Prayer 
followed soon after our departure, before we all settled down to anticipate and 
prepare for the coming days (or doze!). 

Our first stop was Rochester, and the second oldest, and very beautiful, Cathedral 
in the country.  Rochester, like Stratford, has a strong literary connection. Charles 
Dickens lived and wrote there for many years, and on his death was expected to be 
buried in the Cathedral, but Queen Victoria had other ideas and insisted on his 
being buried in Westminster Abbey. The Cathedral is the spiritual home of the 
Royal Engineers, and houses a memorial to Col. John Chard, who, as Lt. Chard 
held Rorke’s Drift against the Zulus. Following our tour and afternoon tea in the 
Cathedral café, our journey continued to Hythe, and to our lovely hotel overlooking 
the shingle beach. Time then for reflection and some sea air before dinner, followed 
by Compline to round off our day. 

A hearty breakfast consumed, the next morning we journeyed to Canterbury, the 
focus of our pilgrimage, where we were warmly welcomed and shown to the 
Eastern Crypt, where Steve once more led us in Morning Prayer. How privileged 
we felt to be worshipping in this ancient place under the moving 21st century 
installation ‘Transport’ by Antony Gormley hanging above St Thomas Becket’s 
original tomb. The service over, Canon Clare Edwards, Canterbury’s Canon Pastor, 
led us on a spiritual walk around the Cathedral, which was dedicated by St 
Augustine in 602AD to Christ Jesus the Saviour. Its Benedictine monastic 
beginnings placed hospitality at the root of its philosophy - treat all visitors as you 
would Christ. The welcome we received clearly points to that philosophy continuing 
today. A sense of calm pervades this amazing place, particularly in the cloisters, 
where industry went on, and still does, all around, while the central space allowed 
for spiritual contemplation and prayer. We were shown the site of the martyrdom of 
St Thomas as well as the site of his shrine following its removal from the crypt to 
the Trinity Chapel. Nothing remains of this shrine, which was destroyed in 1538. 
Seated in the Quire, where the majority of services now take place, our spiritual 
journey continued, as did the feeling of being but a humble speck among the many 
millions of pilgrims who had come before, and will come in the future. To emulate 
the early pilgrims two of us tried to climb the pilgrim steps on our knees – one of us 
managed one step, one of us two – how unbelievably stoic they must have been!
           Cont’d on next page... 
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Following lunch, a look around Canterbury and, for some, a visit to St Martin’s 
Church, the oldest parish church in continuous use, and where St Augustine 
worshipped, we returned to the Cathedral for Evensong in the Quire. Once more the 
feeling of calm humility pervaded; the sense of connection with those pilgrims who 
had prayed here over the centuries; the impression of being in the company of 
angels when the choir sang – it was almost too much, but more was to come… 

As we wended our way back to the hotel, I sensed that that motley group of 
parishioners of yesterday was becoming a truly modern-day group of pilgrims. This 
was borne out after dinner when the whole group attended Compline, followed by the 
very moving renewal of our covenant and anointing. 

Sunday morning, another beautiful day, we once more headed to Canterbury, this 
time to attend Sung Eucharist, once again in the Quire. Seated at the foot of the 
steps leading to the altar for a service led by the Dean, the Very Revd Dr Robert 
Willis, our guide, Canon Clare, preached the sermon, focussing on the migrant crisis 
and our Christian response. The outstanding image of the service was, and will 
remain for me, of Cathie, Anne and Ursula bearing the elements to the altar – a 
privilege indeed. Farewells were said, pictures of Canon Clare taken, and following a 
brief time for lunch, we left this amazing place behind, never to be forgotten, and 
headed for the last stage of our spiritual journey, Guildford… 

What a difference from our previous Cathedrals – from the two oldest to the newest! 
Guildford Cathedral was consecrated in 1961 and dedicated, uniquely, to the Holy 
Spirit. A very distinctive feature of Guildford is the 1,460 handmade kneelers, every 
one different. After a guided tour of this brick built, fairly plain but light-filled, spiritual 
building, we were treated to a delightful afternoon tea in the Refectory before 
heading back into the Cathedral for Evensong, where the preacher was someone 
known to many of our group – the Venerable Stuart Beake – who served in the 
Coventry Diocese for many years prior to his appointment to Guildford in 2005. 

A tired, but uplifted group, left Guildford, neither on foot nor on horseback like those 
ancient pilgrims, but using the horsepower of Martin’s (of Tysoe) coach for the 
journey back to Stratford. Our very grateful thanks are owed to Cathie and Anne for 
organising this wonderful weekend, and to Steve for his spiritual guidance. 

A few thoughts and reflections – “Looking back, it was being with a group of people from 
Holy Trinity that made it so special. Going there with a group of other Christian people and 
not just privately makes all the difference.” “It allowed us to focus on our spiritual lives. 
With a sharpened sense of discernment and with the guidance of The Holy Spirit we 
learned to better understand some of our fellow pilgrims. To that extent the 
pilgrimage helped us to further ‘Grow together in Christ’.” “We had a lovely weekend 
and enjoyed the camaraderie of like-minded people.” “Two outstanding memories at 
opposite ends of the scale. The beautiful morning service in the Crypt, followed by 
the pilgrim walk of reflection round Canterbury Cathedral with Canon Clare, and the 
privilege of helping to carry up the elements on Sunday morning in Canterbury.” “It 
was spiritually uplifting to visit England's two oldest cathedrals and, in contrast, the most 
recent, and to realise how timeless the message is.” 

The author’s outstanding memory - how the ancient Canterbury Cathedral houses a vibrant 
21st century Christian community, that, having successfully embraced its history, allows 
this history to facilitate, not impede, its journey into the future.             Pictures over ... 
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Rochester Cathedral 

from Rochester Castle 

John Burgess 

The beautiful modern 

Font at 

Guildford Cathedral 

Canon Pastor Clare Edwards 

our Canterbury spiritual guide 

John Stratford, Archbishop of Canterbury 

1333—1348 

A happy band of pilgrims in front of the South West door, Canterbury Cathedral, 
September 2015 

A view to the  East end of Canterbury Cathedral 

from the Quire showing the Cathedra behind the Altar 
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The Religious Characters  in Shakespeare’s Plays 

           Tony Boyd-Williams 

            Part Two: “...let the Friar advise you.”  

Before considering the precise and important role played in each play by these 
religious characters, it is perhaps worth considering that Shakespeare’s Anglican 
clergy do not always get a good press. For example, in The Shakespeare Scene 
- Some Twentieth Century Perspectives, Patrick Murray takes the view that “His 
Anglican clergymen …are unsympathetic figures and are presented with a strong 
touch of satire. Nathaniel in Love’s Labour’s Lost is a self–opinionated  foolish 
pedant; Martext in As You Like It is irresponsible and has little sense of his 
calling. Evans in The Merry Wives of Windsor is much addicted to worldly 
pursuits …”. 

Whether or not one agrees with Murray, it could be said that such criticism might 
also be applied to political and obsequious prelates such as Gardiner in Henry 
VIII. 

What cannot be denied, however, is that Shakespeare’s treatment of Roman 
Catholic clerics is nearly always respectful and exemplary. Friar Lawrence may 
have bungled his advice given to both Romeo and Juliet but the Prince of Verona  
would seem to accept  his confession that he has done his very best to achieve  

a reconciliation between the feuding families of Capulet 
and Montague. 

 
FRIAR: … and if ought of this 
Miscarried by my fault, let my old life 
Be sacrificed, some hour before his time, 
Unto the rigour of severest law. 
PRINCE:  We still have known thee for a holy man. 
 
In Love’s Labour’s Won (or Much Ado About Nothing), 
it is Friar Francis who maintains his firm belief in the 

innocence of the wronged Hero. His advice is respectfully heeded with the result 
that other characters are not slow to realize that such advice is indeed sage. 

The remaining articles in this series will underline the above, and in the next issue, 
we shall begin to discuss the importance of the role of each religious character play 
by play beginning with those in Henry VI parts I and II and Richard III.  

Tony Boyd-Williams is a retired priest, a playwright, RSC theatre guide, and an authority on 
the plays and life of William Shakespeare.   
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Letters 
Dear TT 

After reading David White's article on 

Hospital Chaplains may I share briefly my 

own experience of this very special work.  

Earlier this year Jack and I went into the 

Chapel at Warwick Hospital where I was to 

have surgery later that day.  The first face 

we saw. amongst a large number of 

Chaplains and trainees, was someone we 

knew - Jane Connolly - which was such an 

assurance of God's presence.  Jane 

arranged for a Chaplain to pray with us 

and the following morning another 

Chaplain visited me in the ward where  we 

prayed together and with the lady in the 

adjacent bed.  The families of Jane and 

Heather must indeed be proud of their 

special service to the community. 

                                         Shirley Crimp                                                                                         

Dear TT 

I would like to say thank you to all my 

friends at the Guild Chapel and Holy 

Trinity Church for all their kindnesses and 

prayers to me while I have been awaiting 

my operation. 

I am now making good progress. 

I do appreciate all your prayers. They 

have certainly worked. 

Hope to see you all soon. 

                           Marion Shaw 

 

If you would like to write a letter  you 
can either leave one at the Parish 
Centre Office, post one to Steve & 
Hilary at 45 Shipston Road, or email  
stevenewman.newman@gmail.com 
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              All Saints’ News 
                Jane Beeley Writes... 

Soul Space 
Soul Space is for 11 year olds and above and meets on Sundays at 7.30pm at 3 Coopers 

Close, Stratford-upon-Avon. For more information contact  

 Vale Bate on 01789 299195 

As I write All Saints’ churchyard is looking particularly good in the Autumn sunshine and 
the interior of the church resplendent with harvest decorations.  We do hope some of 
you were able to come and see them either during the service or the days following.   
The Harvest Festival Service was well attended and the choir made it a very special 
occasion.   They were then able to join us for the Harvest Lunch in the village hall which 
again was well attended and, as usual, a good array of salads and puddings were 
brought to add to the ham lunch provided.   

The service was also attended by Marion Homer from the Food Bank- which was the 
recipient of the harvest gifts -  who told us a bit about the Food Bank and those it helped.   

We enjoyed a lovely Coffee Morning in September with homemade cakes and a chat, 
followed by the very jolly Skittles Evening on 19

th
 September.  It was quite a challenge 

but a good team effort, setting up our ancient and dusty equipment.  Much fun was had 
by all and our new wall heaters miraculously escaped unscathed and undented. 

The installation of our new film equipment is now underway, the large dropdown screen 
and speakers have been fitted and the projector has been ordered.   

NEWS FROM LUDDINGTON VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE 

OCTOBER 2015 

The next Luddington Quiz Night is on Saturday 17
th
 October at 7.30 pm and will be 

presented on the new screen.  We already have some bookings but look forward to 
welcoming even more teams.  A fish and chip supper will be provided and 
tickets are £6 per person.  Do join us for a brain-racking extravaganza .  

    “A brain-racking extravaganza” 

Photo: Catherine Spratt 
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St. Helen’s News 
           Angela Wylam Writes… 

 

It’s a vintage theme for St Helen’s Harvest Festival. 
 
Fields and lanes of Clifford had come into the church on 23

rd
 May when 

Laura Townsend and James Hibbard were married at St Helen’s. The 
cow parsley (or Queen Anne’s Lace, keck, call it what you will) was in 
full flower and Laura, as her mother Margaret wrote in the Clifford News 
last month, wanted the church to be simply decorated and have a 
vintage/country feel. The window ledges and shelves, the font and 

alcove, were lined with old stone jars, enamel coffee pots and even an old 
galvanised bucket. A milk churn on the chancel steps held a graceful arrangement 
of cow parsley and hydrangea heads. 
 
Inspired by this, Harvest Festival at St Helen’s will have a simple, vintage theme 
too.  The “Cutting Garden” in the allotments, planted and tended by Jessie Potter 
and Sally Abell and generously supplied with bulbs and seeds by Maurice 
Woodfield, is overflowing with colourful gladioli, dahlias, verbena and pinks and 
will provide all the flowers we need.  We’re going to gather them together on the 
day before Harvest Festival, Saturday 3

rd
 October at 11am collecting outside the 

church (which is also Apple Day starting at 12) and anyone who’d like to join us is 
most welcome. If you’ve got an old milk bottle or a Kilner jar so much the better! 
 

This summer the plant sales on the footpath outside the church raised £370 
towards the church re-decoration.  
It included plums, gooseberries, 
courgettes, beans and many, 
many jars of marmalade for 
which we are very grateful.  
 
We are looking forward to giving 
thanks to God at this Harvest 
Festival. 

The ‘Cutting Garden’ 

In the allotments 

Old milk bottles? Kilner jars? 
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I’ve always enjoyed ‘Youth Matters’ (now ‘Ed Mulryne’s Page’) and reading about all the 
various youth activities that used to be going on. Ed has a flair for words and a very 
interesting and humorous style. Sadly he, these days, doesn’t seem to have many youth 
activities (apart from the choir), nor indeed youths to write about.  
 
On my iPad I have a nostalgic video clip taken five years ago at a youth party in the 
Parish Centre showing about 30 teenagers joyfully singing together. All of them were 
very active in various youth activities in our church at that time but have now moved on 
to universities etc. This movement always happens, of course, and time was when they 
would have been steadily replaced by upcoming teenagers but, sadly, this natural cycle 

seems to have slowed almost to a halt. 
 
It’s worth recalling how Holy Trinity came to be so youth-
rich. Much credit must go to John & Sheonagh Ormrod who 
founded Holy Trinity’s Nova Children’s Theatre Group.  
 
It was on Advent Sunday 2001 that they held a widely 
advertised audition for their first production of Joseph & His 
Technicolour Dreamcoat. Every one of the 40 to 50 

youngsters who turned up were chosen and rehearsed through the next three months 
for three packed out performances during February ’02 half term. It was extraordinarily 
successful, and resulted in our church gaining many new teenagers plus some of their 
family members. 
 
Two years later the same successful formula was repeated with a February ’04 
production of Oliver that added another sizeable clutch of youngsters to our fold. 
Another two years brought a sparkling ’06 production of The Wizard of Oz and many 
more new performers and family members came along. Now, on a roll, the successful 
formula resulted in three splendid performances of Annie in February ’08. Finally, in 
February half term 2010, we had the very memorable Godspell which again resulted in 
a considerable number of new teenagers in church – hence that video clip mentioned 
above. 

 
During the five years since Godspell many splendid efforts have been made with 
youngsters in our church. Trinity Tots, Rosebird, Junior Church, and the Music Groups 
have all been incredibly successful with our young children - The Jesus People have 
done great work in local schools too - and everyone has naturally assumed that these 
youngsters will grow up with us, but this doesn’t appear to have happened. It seems 
likely that our teenagers regard churchgoing as rather ‘uncool’, and have decided to 
leave churchgoing  behind them. 

            ‘Uncool?’ 
             Colin McDowall 

       Continued on next page... 
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Perhaps this is fairly natural and predictable; and if we are honest most of us oldies can 
recall that when we were teen-aged (we were never so confident or independent as 
today’s teenagers!) we didn’t go to church because of any sort of piety, but were usually 
attracted by the magnetism of the youth club and the ping pong. 
 
Is it too controversial, in a parish magazine, to suggest that we 
restore, or create, a few magnets to attract teenagers and make 
them feel more important in our church? What about including 
those teenagers we have to become more involved in reading the 
lessons, being sidespersons perhaps, or making the coffee, ringing 
the bells, or even  arranging flowers? They could perhaps help in 
the shop more? Or help Steve print this magazine, whatever?  
What about that seemingly unused table-tennis table in the parish 
centre? Perhaps the hall could be used for badminton or any other 
sporting activity?   
 
Last January the choir organised a hugely successful Burns Night supper when about 
eighty of us (including dozens of teenagers) enjoyed Scottish country dancing. Let’s not 
wait until next January to enjoy something similar. Harvest, Bonfire Night, Christmas, 
New Year, Burns Night, Shakespeare 400, Easter, Spring, Summer are all excuses or 
good reasons to have a barn dance or similar knees up. 
 
“Growing Together” the Autumn programme of activities for our church lists two Youth 
Activities:  ‘Lifebuilders’ for years 7-11 with Rachel Saum and ‘Soul Space’ for year 11 
and above with Val Bate. I do hope these will be well attended this Autumn. Perhaps 
anyone reading this and knowing a suitable youngster could persuade him or her to go 
along?  Could any other ‘Growing Together’ activity be more teenage friendly? Perhaps 
Novel Theology could choose a GCSE set book, or Faith in Film might show a teenage 
friendly film? 
 
I am fairly confident that the number of teenagers in church will increase. This has to be 
true because there was only one in Junior church on the first Sunday of September and 
none at the main 10.00am Eucharist. 

 

 

Editorial Note 
Just a thought. How about creating a Holy Trinity Rock Band? 
There must be  teenagers  out there who are looking for a chance to 
play in a band, or already have a band of their own.  

If you’re interested, or know someone who might be interested, 
contact Patrick, or Trinity Times. 

                                                                                                     Steve  
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The Dirty Duck 

The Dirty Duck 

Waterside 

Stratford-upon-Avon 

CV37  6BA 

01789 297312 

dirtyduck.stratforduponavon@greenking.co.uk 

Stratford’s Most Famous Pub & Restaurant 
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Parish Contacts:  
The Parish Office, Old Town, Stratford-upon-Avon, CV37 6BG 

Email: office@stratford-upon-avon.org; Tel: 01789 266316 

New to the Parish? Contact the Welcome Team via the Parish Office 

Clergy  

Vicar The Revd Patrick Taylor  01789 508155 

Associate Vicar The  Revd Dr Stephen Bate  01789 299195 

Pioneer Lay Minister Rachel Saum  07815 793625 

Curate The Revd Nicki Chatterton  07769 871237 

Assistant Ministers (Hon)   

The Revd  Neville Beamer, 01789 263435 The Revd Diane Patterson, 01789 266453 

The Revd Canon Andrew Dow, 01789 417852 The Revd Jenny Rowland, 01789 415548 

The Revd Margaret Sweet, 01789 297395 

The Revd Canon John Graty, 01789 298856 The Revd Graham Wilcox, 01789 551759 

Director of Music - Benedict Wilson, 01789 266316 

Head Verger - Paul Harris (from7/9/15) 266316 Vergers - Nigel Penn, Pauline Day - 266316 

Parish Manager - Linda MacDermott - 266316 Parish Secretary - Rosie Blumire - 266316 

Bookkeeper - Wendy Steinheimer - 266316 Parish Assistant - Kevin Tomes - 266316 

Gift Shop - Rob Craven, Kevin Tomes - 01789 268484 

Church Wardens 

Jane Hornby - 01789 263966 Lynne McCarthy - 01926 642054 

Tim Raistrick - 01789 509885 Mike Warrillow - 01789 298928 

Village Wardens All Saints, Luddington - Vacant (Paul Stanton, PCC member) 

St Helens, Clifford Chambers - Ann Simons 01789 261558 and Pauline Newbury 01789 415603 

Baptism Team - Rachel Saum - 07815 793625 Bell Ringers - Charles Wilson - 01789 295467 

Bereavement Support Team  Gina Lodge  01789 204850 

Safeguarding Officer    Mike Warrillow 01789 298928 

Junior Church - Sherron Guise - 01789 551086 Trinity Ladies - Ann Morris - 01789 266226 

Electoral Roll Officer  Tim Raistrick 01789 509885 

Friends of the Music  Jane Hornby  01789 263966 

Friends of Shakespeare’s Church     Jonathan Drake 01789 290128 

Holy Trinity in the Community  Mike Milburn  01789 262264 

Lay Chaplains & Parish Prayer Diary Andrea Blood  01789 266825 

PCC Secretary  Kath Parrington  01789 268492 

PCC Treasurer  Anthony Woollard  01789 204923 

Home Groups The Revd Dr Steve Bate   01789 299195 

Home Communions The Revd Nicki Chatterton  07769 871237 

Stewardship Officer Chris Kennedy  01789 299785 

Trinity Players  Ursula Russell  01789 204923 

Trinity Tots  Val & Steve Bate  01789 299195 

Pastoral Contact Co-ordinator  Gillian Nunn  01789 415830 

Welcome Team - Hilary Newman 01789 296771 and Helen Warrillow 01789 298928 
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Ever living God, 

Father, Son  

and Holy Spirit, 

we pray for your 

blessing 

on this church 

 and parish. 

Guide and inspire 
us to play our part 

in worshipping 
you, 

making disciples 

of Jesus Christ 

and transforming 

communities, 

so that we may see 

lives changed 

through your love. 

Amen 
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