The magazine for the Parish of Stratford-upon-Avon

Trinity Times
60p

Happy
Easter
All Saints’ Church, Luddington

St Helen’s Church, Clifford Chambers

April/May
2015

Holy Trinity Church, Stratford-upon-Avon

Trinity Times
April/May 2015

60p

Steve Writes
Happy Easter!

B

y the time you read this it’s likely that I’m
away with a group from Holy Trinity and other
Stratford churches. We’ll be with thousands of
other Christians gathered together for this year’s Spring
Harvest. This annual event takes place in two venues:
Butlin’s at Minehead and Butlin’s at Skegness.
Each year has its own theme and this year’s theme is
“Immeasurably More.” Over five days we’ll be looking at
Ephesians 3: 20-21, exploring the implications of those
words, "Now to him who is able to do immeasurably
more than all we ask or imagine, according to his
power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the
Church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations,
for ever and ever! Amen."
We’ll be looking into God’s call to live this out, his call
to a life of following Jesus Christ in the power of the
Holy Spirit.
At the time of writing this, I’m looking forward to
worshipping God together with thousands, meeting in
smaller groups for seminars, reflecting on the seminars
Turn to next page

Worship Notes
and full details of
all the Easter
services in our
three Parish
Churches begin
on Page 9
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Steve Writes

Continued from previous page

alone and simply relaxing. Spring Harvest’s organisers say, “Spring Harvest
exists to create opportunities for you to
encounter God, be changed by that
encounter and go out and change the
world.”

Ever since my ordination, I have been
encouraged to take regular quiet days.
Some of my quiet days over the last few
years have been significant milestones
in my walk with God as I have sought
his direction for me.

Can I encourage you to take part in
an event like Spring Harvest? Or to try
one of the many other ways that we
can spend time encountering God and
return better equipped to serve him and
serve others in the world around us.
There are so many more ways to encounter God as we draw aside from our
regular routine. You can spend time
away going on a pilgrimage. You can
spend time away on a retreat. You can
spend time away for a shorter period on
a Quiet Day. If you haven’t yet spent
time with God in any of these ways, why
not give one of them a try?

So can I encourage you to try a Christian conference or festival, a pilgrimage,
a retreat or a quiet day? It doesn’t need
to be expensive. You can take a quiet
day completely free of charge. If you’ve
never tried it, why not try the next Quiet
Day right here at Holy Trinity Church
led by Margaret Sweet. Look out for
the date on our next Growing Together
leaflet and do take a look at some of the
other ways that can help us encounter
God at home — like our home groups
and much more.

I

’ve attended Spring Harvest for
many years, but it has been
particularly over the last few
years, during that time away, that God
has shown me where he was leading
me. It has also been a place where I
have experienced encouragement and
prayer from other Christians I had
never met before. There are so many
other ways to encounter God.
Cover
Picture by
HARRY
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Just as the first followers of Jesus
encountered him following his
resurrection and were changed by
this encounter and went on to
change the world, may we keep on
encountering our risen Lord, be
changed by that encounter and
change the world around us.
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PCC votes on timing of Parish Eucharist as charts show numbers on the rise

10am
wins
the day

Report by PAT PILTON

BY A majority of three to one at
its March meeting, the Parochial
Church Council voted to retain
the 10am start for the Parish
Eucharist.
Voting was 15 for 10am, five for
10.30am and there were three
abstentions. But members reported
that a number of parishioners had
expressed concerns about the earlier
timing of the service
and the difficulties this
presented, particularly
for elderly members of
the congregation. Views
were also received about
the content, style and
structure of the services.
The Vicar said the meeting was only being asked
to make a decision on
timing, but the feedback
from the congregation
had been really helpful,
covered a broad range
of issues and “we will
come back to these and
consider how we might
respond.”
At the beginning of
the meeting, Patrick
reminded members of
the circumstances that
had led to that evening’s
vote. “One of our primary
Turn to next page
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The call to
Continued from previous page

callings as Christians is to enable the
church to grow,” he said. “For me,
personally, I am very committed to the
principle that yes we must grow, but
with some connection and some unity
between the different parts of our
church community and the different age
groups especially. Too many separate
congregations meeting at different
times and of different ages is not what
we should be about.
“So two principles there, really. One,
the calling to grow and, secondly,
the calling to grow together.”
Patrick said the issue was not about
time but, much more importantly, about
what would enable our church to grow
together in the most effective way.
“Actually, in a sense, I don’t mind what
time we hold the parish Eucharist —2pm in the afternoon if you like — as
long as it’s a time that we feel enables
and equips us to grow together. Time
merely serves that purpose.”
Several PCC members had been asked
by those in the congregation why they,
too, had not been offered an opportunity to vote. “The answer I have given,”
Patrick said, “is that, as a PCC, our task
is to look in two directions. Yes, of
course we must be aware of and take
into account the needs and preferences
of our regular worshippers – the church
6

would not exist without them. But we
must also look in the other direction,
at those who are not yet part of our
church community and to whom we
need to reach out.
“It was Archbishop William Temple who
said: ‘The Church is the only society
that exists for the benefit of those who
are not its members.’ So if we were to
only ballot our existing members we
would be failing to find out the needs
of our non- members.
“The other unintended, but I think
positive, consequence of not having
a congregational vote is that this would
have merely given us a number.
Because we have had this process of
consultation we have received some
really interesting feedback covering a
broad range of issues, and that has
been really helpful.”

C

o-leader of the Holy Trinity
Welcome Team, Hilary Newman, said
the 10am debate had become a
“divisive issue” among the mid-Sunday
morning congregation. All but two of a
number of people who had expressed
an opinion to her were disappointed
that there had not been a full congregation vote.
“They feel their views are not being

from the PCC xxx news from the PCC

grow together!
listened to and the opinions and hardships of certain older congregation
members are being ignored in favour
of the perceived requirements of young
families, even the perceived requirements of families who might, or might not,
attend at some future date.”
Miriam Dow said mention had been
made in the Children and Families Team
that a number of families were not keen
to cross over to the Church for Holy
Communion for a variety of reasons. The
growth in numbers at Junior Church had
coincided with the launch of
GoodNews@10 and a number
of people felt that it was the
change of style, not the timing of
the service, that had brought this
about.

children anyway before coming out.
The extra half-hour after the service
“makes all the difference” in being able
to pursue other family activities later in
the day.
Mike Milburn also picked up the point
that some families were no longer coming across for the Eucharist. They feel
they are being shoe-horned in at the
back of church and not really embraced
in the service, he said. Mike Warrillow
said he had yet to meet anybody who
had not welcomed the growth in young
families, but we do need
to make everyone feel
part of one congregation.

Anthony Woollard said he
was in favour of the 10am
start but believed the
church owed something
“Whilst some appreciate young
to older members of the
families coming in, this is only
congregation who were
achieving a ‘token’ unity,” Miriam
finding it difficult to make
said. “Many churches have two
the earlier time. He said
morning services – one more
we should look to help
informal and accessible to young Nicki with the Revd Ted
them with transport or
families, and a later one at 11am
other needs — even with getting
which is more choral and traditional.”
dressed if that is necessary. Members
also heard that one member of the
The Revd Nicki Chatterton circulated
congregation’s carer did not start work
graphs (see Page 5) which showed “an
until 10am.
exciting growth in numbers of both adults
and children.” She said people had told
Patrick said he would ensure that
her that a 10am start was more suited to
anyone who felt unable to attend Holy
their family lifestyle. Breakfast at 10am
Trinity at the earlier time was visited
(for a 10.30am service) was too late
and that ways were sought to meet
and so families would need to feed their
their needs. Turn page for other PCC news
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Vacancy for
warden as John
steps down

H

aving completed his four consecutive years in office, John Cohen
will stand down as a Church
Warden at the Annual Meeting of Parishioners ahead of the Annual Parochial
Church Meeting on April 19. The other
three wardens — Jane Hornby, Lynne
McCarthy and Mike Warrillow — will
be seeking re-election. There are five
vacancies for the PCC this year – two of
one year duration and three of five years.
If you would like to serve the parish and
have a greater say in the future development of its churches by filling one of
these positions, please speak to one of
the wardens or a member of the Leadership Team. You will need to be on the
electoral roll. The Vicar thanked Hilary
and Steve Newman and Patrick Pilton
who have completed their terms on the
PCC and are standing down.
THE leader of the Holy Trinity in the
Community Team, Mike Milburn, is to go
forward for training as a licensed Reader
in the Church of England following his
interview with a diocesan selection panel
last month. Following his interview,
James Sorel-Cameron will be completing
his training and going on to fulfil a
preaching and teaching role within the
church. A Reader is licensed to preach,
teach, lead worship and assist in pastoral, evangelistic and liturgical work. As
part of their training, James and Mike will
continue to preach at services from time
to time.
8

John, with Jane Hornby, after the APCM in 2012

THE South Side development is going
through its tender process and still on
schedule for work to commence in May.
Chairman of the Buildings Team, Mike
Warrillow, said the bids had come in
higher than anticipated, not least
because labour costs in the building
industry had risen considerably. The
build could be in the region of £593,000
and, while costs were a major consideration, Mike assured the PCC that he
would “not recommend anything that
we as a church would not be proud of.”
MORE than 30 people had to be turned
away from the Holy Trinity Christmas
Carol service last year and the Liturgy
and Worship team is recommending
that two carol services be held this
coming Christmas. One to be at 6.00pm
on the Sunday before Christmas and
the other as usual at 3.30pm on Christmas Eve. Team Leader John Cohen
said we seemed to turn people away
most years. There will need to be coordination with the villages on timings.

Worship
in Holy Week and Easter
The Crown of the Year
Holy Week and Easter are the pivotal moments in our church year when we
journey with Christ through betrayal, death and on to resurrection. For this
reason it’s sometimes known as “The Crown of the Year”. At the heart of this
lie three very special days, called The Triduum (a special period of three days
of prayer). Through Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Holy Saturday we
enter deeply into the drama of the Last Supper, the Crucifixion and then the
Resurrection. It’s a profound experience and I encourage you to take part in
the services on all three days if you can.

Maundy Thursday
This is the day when we recall the Last Supper,
at which Jesus told his disciples to break bread and
take wine in remembrance of him. We also recall
how he washed his disciples’ feet (Maundy comes
from the Latin mandatum, the commandment of
Jesus that we love and serve one another). We
also enter into his agonising in the Garden of
Gethsemane at the Watch before the Altar of Repose
where the sacrament is reserved. Please come and
join the Watch, either for a while after the service
or come back later. You don’t need to be there
for the whole time — stay for as long or as short
a period as you wish. Why not try half an hour?
The watch ends with sung Compline at 11.45pm.

Good Friday
A “good” day because by giving his life for us, Jesus shows us how much
God loves us. At the Liturgy in the afternoon we mark the actual time when
Jesus died and we venerate the cross, as by it we are reconciled to God. Holy
Communion is taken from the sacrament that was reserved the night before.
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Sunday services in April
SUNDAY Holy Trinity 8.00am Holy Communion
April 12
10.00am Parish Eucharist
Easter 2
6.00pm Evensong
St. Helen’s
All Saints’
Parish Hall

9.15am Morning Worship
9.15am Family Communion
7.30pm Open to God

Preacher

Revd Canon David Ellis
Revd Neville Beamer
Revd Graham Wilcox
Revd Diane Patterson
Revd Canon John Graty
Revd Canon David Ellis

SUNDAY Holy Trinity 8.00am Holy Communion
April 19
9.30am Holy Trinity@Rosebird
Easter 3
10.00am Parish Eucharist
Parish Hall
Label
6.00pm Evensong/Compline
Sunday
St. Helen’s
9.15am Holy Communion
All Saints’
9.15am Holy Communion

Revd Dr Stephen Bate
Rachel Saum
Revd Patrick Taylor
Revd Canon David Ellis

SUNDAY Holy Trinity 8.00am Holy Communion
April 26
11.00am The Shakespeare
Service
Easter 4
Shakespeare
6.00pm Parish Eucharist

Revd Tony Boyd Williams

St Helen’s
All Saints’

9.15am Holy Communion
9.15am Holy Communion

Revd Dr Stephen Bate
Revd Graham Wilcox

Revd Dr Stephen Bate
Revd Dr Stephen Bate
Revd Graham Wilcox

Worship Notes: continued from previous page

Holy Saturday
We begin our joyful celebration of the resurrection through one of the most
wonderful services in the Christian Year. With Christians all over the world, we
gather in a dark Church where the Easter Candle will be lit from a small bonfire,
followed by our own candles. In the words of the “Exsultet” which is sung, we
shall hear the truth that this is “most blessed of all nights, when wickedness is
put to flight, sin is washed away and mourning turned to joy… and all creation
reconciled to God.”
Patrick
10

Worship
PALM SUNDAY
March 29

in Holy Week
and Easter
Holy Trinity, All Saints’, St. Helen’s

Holy Trinity:
8.00am Said Holy Communion
with blessing of palm crosses
10.00am Parish Eucharist
with Procession of Palms
(Please gather in the Parish Centre. Breakfast
served from 9.15am)
6.00pm Healing Service in preparation for Holy Week
All Saints’ Luddington
9.15am Holy Communion
with blessing of palm crosses
St.Helen’s Clifford Chambers
9.15am Holy Communion
with blessing of palm crosses

HOLY MONDAY
March 30
HOLY TUESDAY
March 31
HOLY WEDNESDAY
April 1

Holy Trinity
7.30pm Said Eucharist
Holy Trinity
7.30pm Said Eucharist
Guild Chapel, Church Street
10.00am Said Eucharist
Holy Trinity
7.30pm Said Eucharist

The Easter Triduum
The Great Three Days
MAUNDY THURSDAY
April 2

Holy Trinity
7.30pm The Eucharist of the Last Supper
9.00pm

Continued on next page

The Eucharist of the Last Supper
followed by the Watch until Midnight
11.45pm Sung Compline
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Worship
GOOD FRIDAY
April 3

in Holy Week
and Easter
Continued from previous page

Holy Trinity:
8.15am Morning Prayer
in the Crossing
9.30am Service for all the Church Family
A special interactive service for all ages to
explore the meaning of Good Friday
2.00pm Good Friday Liturgy
of the Lord’s Passion and Death
(12— 2.00pm, church open for personal devotions)
Town:
10.30am Good Friday Walk of Witness
(Assemble on Waterside)
All Saints’ Luddington:
9.30am Prayers, Hymns and Reflections
St.Helen’s Clifford Chambers
2.00pm Quiet Reflection

HOLY SATURDAY
April 4

EASTER DAY
April 5

Holy Trinity
8.00pm The Easter Vigil
and First Eucharist of Easter for all the Parish
Holy Trinity:
8.00am Said Holy Communion
10.00am Parish Eucharist
10.00am Goodnews@10 in Parish Centre
6.00pm Choral Eucharist
Town:
7.30am

Service at the Cross
(top of Bridge Street )

All Saints’ Luddington
9.15am Holy Communion
St. Helen’s, Clifford
9.15am Holy Communion

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
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Sunday services in MAY
SUNDAY
May 3
Easter 5

SUNDAY
May 10
Easter 6

Holy Trinity

8.00am Holy Communion
Revd Dr Stephen Bate
10.00am Parish Communion
Revd Canon Andrew Dow
6.00pm Holy Communion BCP Revd Patrick Taylor

St. Helen’s
All Saints’

9.15am Family Worship
Revd Diane Patterson
9.15am Holy Communion BCP Revd Canon John Graty

Holy Trinity

St. Helen’s
All Saints’

SUNDAY
May 17
Easter 7

Holy Trinity

St Helen’s
All Saints’

8.00am
10.00am
6.00pm
7.00pm

Holy Communion
Parish Communion
Choral Evensong
Open to God

9.15am Holy Communion
9.15am Holy Communion

8.00am
9.30am
10.00am
6.00pm

Holy Communion
Holy Trinity@Rosebird
Civic Service
Deanery Confirmation

9.15am Morning Worship
9.15am Family Communion

Holy Trinity 8.00am Holy Communion
Sunday
May 24
10.00am Parish Communion
Pentecost
6.00pm Choral Evensong

Sunday
May 31

Trinity Sunday

Preacher

St.Helen’s
All Saints’

9.15am Holy Communion
9.15am Holy Communion

Holy Trinity

8.00am Holy Communion
10.00am Parish Communion
6.00pm Evensong

Revd Patrick Taylor
Revd Patrick Taylor
Revd Graham Wilcox
Revd Dr Stephen Bate
Revd Jenny Rowland
Revd Dr Stephen Bate
Revd Tony Boyd-Williams
Rachel Saum
Mayor’s Chaplain
(see also Page 38)
Revd Canon John Graty
Revd David Ellis
Revd Dr Stephen Bate
Revd Dr Stephen Bate
Revd Nicki Chatterton
Revd Diane Patterson
Revd Patrick Taylor
Revd Patrick Taylor
Revd Patrick Taylor
Revd Patrick Taylor
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A Yorkshire hello from Roy!

M

any readers will remember Roy
Newick and his late wife Joan
who for many years were members of
our congregation here at Holy Trinity.
Following a period of ill health Roy
took the decision last year to move
nearer to his daughter and her family
in Yorkshire. Jane and David
Southeard took the opportunity to call
on him whilst visiting relatives in the
county. Roy has moved to Fairmount
Park in Shipley, West Yorkshire, a very
well designed and run facility for older
people. He has bought a very attractive flat where he can select a range
of support as and when he needs it.
The big advantage is that it is close
to his daughter’s home and he has
enjoyed seeing more of the family.
Roy was finding his feet at the time of
the visit, getting to know new people
and settling into a new church. Having
always lived in the south and moving
around to fit in with Roy’s career in
banking, Roy and Joan had lived in
14

Dorset, Bath, and Swindon before
moving to their home in Scholars
Lane in Stratford. It is fair to say Roy
was finding Yorkshire a bit of a culture
shock! However, folk are friendly and
Roy is enjoying exploring what is on
offer in the beautiful surrounding
countryside.
A couple of coincidences have made
Roy think of Stratford and what a
small world it is. Roy has met a family
friend of the Raistricks, who is living in
the same development. Also, on visiting St Paul’s Church Shipley, he has
twice found on the magazine rack a
copy of the newsletter for St Andrew’s
Church Shottery! How it got there
remains a mystery to Roy, but he has
enjoyed catching up with Stratford
news via the newsletter. Roy sends
his very best wishes to friends at Holy
Trinity and is always pleased to hear
from them. Jane and David Southeard

Why do we call
it Easter?
IN ALMOST every
European language,
the festival’s name
comes from “Pesach”,
the Hebrew word for
Passover. The Germanic word “Easter”,
however, seems to
come from Eostre, a
Saxon fertility goddess
mentioned by the
Venerable Bede.
He thought that the
Saxons worshipped
her in “Eostur month”,
but may well have
confused her with the
classical dawn goddesses like Eos and
Aurora, whose names
mean “shining in the
east”. So Easter might
have meant simply the
“beginning month” –
a good time for starting
up again after a long
winter.” parishpump.co.uk

07885 724741

Just a thought ...the biggest lie I tell myself is:
"I don't need to write that down, I'll remember it."

You can give without loving, but you
cannot love without giving.
Anon
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Howlers!
Headline — Thieves dig tunnel to cash machine:
Thieves built a 50ft tunnel to steal a significant
amount of money from a cash machine in Salford.
The theft happened on Friday at Tesco in Liverpool
Road. The raiders tunnelled under nearby wasteland overnight and into the shop where they stole
cash boxes. They then escaped back through
the tunnel. Police said they were looking for people
acting suspiciously on Friday night, possibly
covered in soil.
BBC News website
Hunting foxes is still going on in Cumbria and
when they are caught all they get is a smack on
the wrist.
Cumberland News
From the New Zealand Herald: A strapping new
born baby boy is understood to have broken a New
Zealand record, weighing in at a whopping 6.85
kilograms — the equivalent of nearly seven one
kilogram box of cheese.
Radio 4 News Quiz

ONE-LINERS
I think I may be a talented
photographer. I took just
one photo with my camera
phone and it asked me if I
wanted to open a gallery.
Tim Vine
I’m learning the hokey
cokey. Not all of it. But
I’ve got the ins and outs.
Iain Stirling
My wife said: “Did you
know butterflies only live
for one day?” I said: “That’s
a myth.” She said: “No, it’s
definitely a butterfly.”
Tom Binns

Heading from a customer service email. Subject:
Talk Talk would like to hear about your experience. From donotreply@attalktalk.co.uk
“Courage is what it
takes to stand up and
speak; courage is also
what it takes to sit
down and listen.”

Winston Churchill

“ I learned that courage
was not the absence of
fear, but the triumph
over it. The brave man
is not he who does not
feel afraid, but he who
conquers that fear.”
Nelson Mandella

“Strictly speaking, you should
have applied for a faculty”

Out of the mouths...

“Don't kid me, Mum, I know they're my feet." -- 3 year old when is mother told him
his shoes were on the wrong feet.
My young grandson called the other day to wish me Happy Birthday. He asked me
how old I was, and I told him, 62. He was quiet for a moment, and then he asked,
"Did you start at 1?"
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Poetry Corner

Eucharist on Palm Sunday
with Grandson in Tow

By DALLIN
CHAPMAN

W

hat kind of an experience, I asked myself, will going to church with Gabriel
Be today? Will it be a Palm Sunday happening, or more an example of an
Ecclesiastical obstacle course, a granny-on-the-go sort of service,
More romping than reverence, more roaming than rest?
Bolt upright in his pushchair Gabriel passed through the porch, a baby surveyor
Of the scene, a mini-congregation member with other plans than sedate seating
And united prayer. Released into our pew the procession stilled him for
Brief moments before banging on the wood and roars of mirth.
Defeated, I headed off for safer climes where he, grinning with delight,
Rubbed play dough in his hair and, when he thought me unaware, sped
Crawling past devout pews to where the baptismal font slumbered,
And crooned his appreciation there.
In the distance, as through a rolling sea, I heard the Passion story, and lifting
The little boy into my arms, we listened till those voices faded.
Five minutes later we were outside, his cries mingling with sounds of spring,
And as we walked towards the river he slept at last,
Whilst skies sang their creation song and earth seemed
To offer up its riches in that paradise for us alone.
Back inside, the Eucharistic prayer filled the air, and as we prayed
His slumbering murmurs merged with my amens. So whilst he drowsed
I joined the feast, palms stretched, head tilted like a child,
And though he slept whilst he was blessed, how blessed he was that day,
Unshackled by assumptions in God’s house,
Dreaming in God’s garden warm outside,
Laughing as he crawled behind rows of pews,
Sitting to hold his hands to heaven sometimes, and smile.
18

is one giant hit for Trinity Players

Gloriumptious!
A

Review by JANE TAYLOR

nyone observing the children who gathered in the Parish
Hall on Saturday 28th February would have recognised
immediately that Trinity Players had captured the magic
of Roald Dahl’s story about orphan Sophie and her Big Friendly
Giant chum. Both the chiddlers and the grown up human beans
in the audience clearly loved both characters.
Bryony Purse was scrumdiddlyumptious as the voice and puppeteer of Sophie.
In her intonation and actions she brought the muppet style doll to life and imbued
the cloth character at the end of her arm with immense childlike charm.
The phizzwizardly wonderful BFG, played by Pete Cubitt, was full of swishwiffling
warmth and humour. He interacted beautifully with Sophie to create a very tender
relationship between them. He also interacted splendidly with those helpful
chiddlers in the audience who
tried to correct his English.
Eventually, one little girl during
the second performance could
not resist leaving her seat to go
to the front and give the BFG a
cuddle.
Turn to next page
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Continued from previous page

Earlier there were gasps as the
stage curtain was pulled back to
reveal the horrible bonecrunching,
bloodbottling, fleshlumpeating and
childchewing giants (Graham
Wilcox, Mark Spriggs, Margot
McCleary and Val Cubitt) in a
tableau surrounded by black
curtaining that was pierced by
many tiny LED lights. For a few
moments the phrase “fossilised
1970’s pop stars” sprang to mind.
They sported gruesome heads
which they wore as hats, an
assortment of frightful hairstyles,
charity shop “couture” and some
eye catching false nails that could
easily have pulled your gogglers
out of their socklets. They came
down to terrorise the audience and
bully the poor BFG with a mixture
of swogswalloping scariness and
crumpscoddling craziness.
The supporting cast was equally
marvellous, playing all sorts of characters in rapid succession with comic
timing and hilarious characterisation.
Mention must be made of the Queen
(Ursula Russell), her palace staff (Hilary
and Steve Newman and Anne Blair),
the Heads of the Army and the Airforce
(David Southern and David Thurburn Huelin) and the Queen of Sweden
(Helen Warrilow) all of whom were
excellently phizzwizardly funny.
Congratulations to the three chiddlers
who were making their debuts as Trinity
Players in the BFG’s bottled dreams.
They spoke with clarity and conviction.
Matt Penn was excellent on keyboard
and his ever changing accompaniment
followed the action with swiggling
precision adding considerably to the
atmosphere and humour of the piece.
Many thanks to all who were involved,
20

You will find a
beautifully
produced 30th
anniversary
edition of BFG
on sale now in
Waterstones
with orginal
Quentin Blake
drawings.
in this wonderful dramatization by
David Wood of the much-loved Roald
Dahl story. Finally, of course, to Ursula
for her skilful direction and hard work
in bringing yet another exciting stage
experience to Holy Trinity.
* Trinity Players were delighted to
be able to give £350 to support Holy
Trinity's ministry to children after The
BFG. And watch out! He may be back
before Christmas! See also Page 33

The BFG by Trinity Players
Pete Cubitt
& Bryony
Purse

Mark Sp

riggs and

Margot M

cCleary

Ursula
Russell

Bad Giants with the BFG and Sophie

The Compa
n

David Thurburn-Huelin & David Southeard

y less the B

ad Giants

Pictures by John Burgess
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The BFG by Trinity Players

The Giants ensn
ared

Margot McCleary,Graham Wilcox &
Val Cubitt
Helen
Warrillow

Pete Cubitt, Bryony Purse & Louis Barnard

Hilary & Steve Newman
& Anne Blair

The Friends of the Music proudly present ...

An evening with the

A wonderful opportunity to hear this much in demand choir which is now
recognised as one of the finest male voice choirs in the country. The 80+
strong choir was founded in 1974 by its current Director of Music, Judith
Land, BEM, FRSA, and over the 41 years since has raised many thousands
of pounds for charities, churches, schools, clubs and associations of all kinds
by holding regular monthly concerts both in South Warwickshire and beyond.
The choir has performed at some of the country’s most prestigious venues
including: Birmingham Town Hall, Symphony Hall, the Royal Albert Hall, Cardiff
Arms Park, Worcester Cathedral, The NEC, Ely Cathedral and St David’s Hall
in Cardiff, and is due to appear at St George’s Chapel, Windsor this July. It has
also undertaken many tours across Europe.
The Alcester Male Voice Choir has an enviable reputation for its quality of
singing and varied repertoire, producing quality performances time and time
again and appealing to audiences of all ages and of all musical tastes. It is
certainly an evening not to be missed!

Saturday May 16, 7.30pm at Holy Trinity Church
Admission FREE, with retiring collection / Interval bar
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Parting shot from Colin and Pat as they close a WINDOW ON THEIR WORLD
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“It’s goodbye from me and it’s goodbye from him” — which I must admit, after
about a decade of editing Trinity Times together, seems a bit sad, yet entirely the
right thing to do. Pat and I have always agreed that Ecclesiastes puts it very well:
there is, indeed, a right time to move on and make way for new blood and fresh
ideas.
It seems strange to recall that, initially, the PCC were very dubious about our parish
magazine being edited by a team of people (“it must be the responsibility of one
creative person”). There were even murmurings of camels resulting from committees trying to design a decent horse! However, we were given our head and it
soon became clear that a dedicated group of about half a dozen people dividing
and sharing the various tasks of obtaining advertisers, distributing copies, writing
and persuading others to write, taking photographs and generally compiling the
many items of information each month could, between them, produce a very
creditable and interesting magazine.
Compared to previous editors, Pat and I had an enormous slice of luck, of course,
in the shape of new technology. All the editorial team members wrote and dealt
with photographs on their computers, as did most of the contributors. So, for
example, the words I am now typing on my iMac can be instantly viewed by Pat on
Turn to next page
his PC so that corrections can be made immediately, or photos
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WINDOW ON THEIR WORLD

ConƟnued from previous page

fitted in, and then the remarkable colour photo-copier in the Parish Office will
receive the finished A4 pages, then print, fold and staple 400 first class A5 glossy
magazines at the rate of 70 copies per hour. But all of that is a very clinical description of what is also an enjoyable creative hobby involving meeting and interviewing
a wide range of people within a structured teamwork designed to create an interesting overview of parishioners and their activities, and publishing it all in a format that
other people enjoy and look forward to receiving.
When he arrived at Holy Trinity, Patrick asked us who we felt we were aiming the
magazine at. Not an easy question. Whilst most magazines have a target reader in
mind — Saga for the silver surfers or Railway Modelling for Andrew and Patrick —
with Trinity Times it is much more difficult. We print on average 400 copies each
month — following normal publishing criteria, that means a readership in excess of
1,000 — far more than attend our services. So, the seemingly simple answer is that
the magazine is aimed at everyone. The sadly defunct News of the World carried a
slogan under its masthead which read: “All human life is here!” Our belief from the
outset was that all Holy Trinity life should be reflected in the parish magazine.
It has been our good fortune to edit a magazine for a church that is active and
vibrant; a church that continues to grow; that has such an eclectic and talented
congregation; that each week plays host to such a diverse range of activities –
and that just happens to have a link with the world’s greatest playwright. The real
challenge has been to squeeze all this frenetic activity into just 44 pages.
Technical advances apart, the biggest change we’ve seen in our time has been the
increase in the number of people who regularly contribute to our pages. From the
incisiveness of Anthony and other thought-provoking columnists who normally
occupy this space; to the poetic humour of David and Dallin; the youthful jottings
of Lucinda, Anna, Hannah and currently Ed; the first-hand reporting from Uganda
or World War One battlefields; the always interesting snippets from Shirley and
Jack; Anne’s recipes and Carolyn’s refreshingly enlightening parish profiles. How
fortunate, too, to find so many talented snappers in our congregation, like Harry,
John and William and not forgetting John Cheal and Felicity who produced so
many wonderful covers. And Miriam Dow who proof-reads so diligently to ensure
we don’t make too many mistakes. A special thank you, too, to Doreen and
Geoffrey who seem to have been distributing the magazine since day one, some
thirty plus years ago. An amazing commitment. And Brian who sells the adverts
that help us to keep the cover price down.
During this period of Lent we as a parish are asking ourselves: What are we here
for? The parish magazine must ask the same question. This privilege of reaching
readers who maybe don’t regularly attend church is also a challenge in itself. Not
merely through the clergy columns and worship notes, but on every page the parish
magazine should seek to reflect our Christian beliefs and values. Spreading, as St
Mark in his intro put it so succinctly, “the good news about Jesus the Messiah, the
son of God.”

Colin McDowall and Pat Pilton
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Youth Matters

R

ecently, I travelled around
various form rooms in my
school looking for volunteers for a dodgeball tournament.
What struck me about this was
how hard it is to get young people
interested in…well, anything.
I think it was writer Willy Russell who
said that young people – particularly
teenagers – are the hardest people
to engage. Having done a few
assemblies and presentations in
front of such people, I can see what
he means. I’m sure it’s something
that teachers dread — passive,
empty, unfeeling reactions from
condescending youths. It seems
nearly impossible to coax teenagers
out of their shells. So here’s the big
question — how do we get them
interested?
The problem we are facing in the
church is a growing lack of youths.
Not necessarily younger children,
because we’re well catered for in
that department in the choir, Junior
Church and the Rosebird services,
but older ones — teenagers and
those reaching the later years of
primary school. A lot of young members of the choir — who are basically
adults now — are moving on to
university, something which has
happened to many young members
of the congregation over the years.
We’re running out of them!
The same thing happened with
Lifebuilders – a group that I have

By ED
MULRYNE
attended for a long time now and love
dearly. People have just grown up and
gone away.
However, this is by no means an
attack on deserters – far from it. But
it has to be said that there are fewer
and fewer young people in the church.
It’s not because there are no more
young people left in this town, it’s just
that we need to get them interested in
the church. How do we do this, then?
What do young people want? What
can the church offer them that they
won’t be able to get anywhere else?
It’s an age-old problem with no simple
answer. The very young people will
grow up soon and – hopefully – stick
with the church. But we need to get
teenagers in, particularly in the case
of the choir, who are in need of older
trebles.
I’m afraid that I’ve only gone round
in circles around the youth problem
instead of presenting any actual
solutions. But if this article gets
people talking about the issue, then
I think I will have done something
productive. It’s certainly a topic that’s
up for debate and one that will probably be debated again in a few years’
time when a new batch goes off to
university.
That’s the problem with us youths –
we don’t stay youths!
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PARISH PROFILE: Looking ahead as they

A new chapter for
I

t’s not often that a clergy member
retires to the parish where he or she
served their curacy — but that’s
what the Revd Jenny Rowland, Holy
Trinity curate between 1999 and 2003,
has done. Like other retired reverends
in Stratford, Jenny will be supporting
Patrick, Steve, Nicki and Rachel by
taking some services: “However, I
do want to emphasise that I haven’t
returned as parish clergy,” says Jenny.
“I am definitely retired!”
Brought up in a Christian family, Jenny
first felt that she had a vocation at the
age of 16. When she told her parish
priest that she was considering joining
a convent (the option of ordination
being closed to women at the time), he
sensibly suggested that she finish her
education and “train for something
useful” before committing to the cloister.
Obediently, Jenny took her A levels and
went to Worcester College of Education
to train as a biology teacher. While there
she met Peter, also training as a teacher,
and they married in 1972. They both took
jobs in South Warwickshire, Jenny at
Aylesford School in Warwick and Peter
teaching geography at Trinity School in
Leamington.
After their daughter Ruth was born,
Jenny went to work part-time at MidWarwickshire College of Further Education, teaching sciences as part of various
courses. As well as A levels, she taught
chemistry to domestic science students,
anatomy to sports scientists and general
science to hairdressers, as well as
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Interview by

CAROLYN SMITH

running a degree programme at the
college with the University of Warwick.
Younger daughter Helen was born two
years after Ruth.
Jenny’s vocation was put on hold, but
it never went away. She and the family
worshipped at All Saints’ Church in
Leamington and she became involved
in different kinds of ministry from
pastoral work to church groups,
serving on the PCC and even making
vestments. Eventually Jenny went on
a diocesan course called “Exploring
Christian Ministry” to examine her
calling. At the same time she was
promoted to Head of Department at
work — a job she had not expected
to get — and she felt her future was
settled. “I really thought I would teach
for the rest of my working life.”
It was not to be. The Associate Vicar
at her church suggested she see the
Diocesan Vocations Advisor … and
that led, in time, to her ordination.
“No-one ever said ‘no’!”
And no-one could doubt Jenny’s dedication, either. For three years, she
worked full time in Leamington while
studying part time at Queen’s Theological College in Birmingham, marking
papers until 9 pm every evening, then

enter another stage in an amazing journey

Picture; COLIN McDOWALL

Jenny and Peter

doing her own studying until midnight.
She was ordained the day before Ruth
got her first degree at Lancaster University. Before her ordination the Bishop
wrote to Jenny asking her to come to
Holy Trinity to meet the then Vicar, the
Revd Peter Holliday. “I thought he’d
sent the letter to the wrong person!”
However Jenny and Peter got on well,
and she became Holy Trinity’s first
female curate.
On leaving Holy Trinity Jenny spent
three months at Coventry Cathedral,
doing education and pastoral work.
Then a letter from the Bishop of Ludlow
invited her to visit with a view to taking
on a Shropshire parish – or so she

Jenny
and
Peter
at their
new
Stratford
home
thought. “I believed I was being led
towards rural ministry… but I never
expected to be the sole incumbent of
seven churches!”
Peter took early retirement, and the
couple moved to Ditton Priors. Jenny’s
churches were: St John the Baptist,
Ditton Priors; St Michael and All Angels,
Aston Botterell; St Giles, Chetton; St
Peter and St Paul, Cleobury North; All
Saints, Neenton; Holy Trinity, Wheathill
and a chapel at Loughton. “It was a
complex rota!” Not every church had a
service each Sunday, and the smallest
parish had a population of only 46.
Unlike Holy Trinity, there was no parish
Turn to Page 31
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continued from Page 29

office or parish centre; meetings were
held at the vicarage, and Jenny did all
her own admin. The whole benefice
comprised 1,800 people, largely from
farming communities. Although the
communities were scattered, percentage-wise the church attendance was
very good. “In Aston Botterell, for
instance, it went up by 200% for Harvest
Festival”, says Jenny.

Since retiring, Jenny has spent a lot of
time converting the new house’s paved
garden into something more traditional.
Relaxation is tapestry and maths puzzles. She and Peter have also re-joined
the National Trust, and are taking the
opportunity to travel in Europe, Canada
and the US. Their last big trip was on
the Orient Express to Venice for their
40th wedding anniversary.

“There are degrees of rurality,” says
Peter. “Some villages around here are
described as rural, but in reality they are
more like detached suburbs. Where we
were in Shropshire it was 20
“A vicar’s
miles to the nearest railway
station, and an 18-mile round
spouse
trip to the nearest bank. We
needs to
were 700ft up and could be cut
give a
off by snow for days, when the
lot of
rest of the West Midlands was
clear.”
support,

I

W

hat has it been like for
Peter, finding himself
married to a priest? Did
he ever expect that in the early
days? “In marriage you never
know what’s going to happen! It
was good that I was able to retire,
so it didn’t matter where we ended up living. I couldn’t have commuted from Ditton to Leamington.

making
sure they
take time
off and
helping
them to
resolve
issues”

t is obvious that both
Jenny and Peter loved
their adopted home in the
countryside, but when Jenny
retired at the end of February
2014 they felt the need to be
nearer the two girls. Ruth,
a scientific editor, who was
married to David by Jenny at Ditton,
now has two small children, Eleanor and
James, and lives near Rickmansworth.
Consultant geologist Helen lives in
Chester. A move back to South
Warwickshire seemed the best plan
and although they were house-hunting
across a fairly wide area, it just so
happened that the house they finally
found was in Stratford.

“A vicar’s spouse needs to give
a lot of support, making sure they
take time off and helping them
resolve issues. It can be a lonely
life, being a priest. And I have
made innumerable cups of tea
for parishioners who came to the
vicarage for meetings! You have
to have the ability to provide the
tea and biscuits, then disappear.”
Peter also carved out his own niche,
getting involved in voluntary work.
A year into retirement, how is Jenny
finding her most recent move? “I miss
the view, the garden and the rurality of
South Shropshire. But this is another
chapter – yet another stage in our lives.
It’s absolutely fine!”
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Unique
Stained Glass
in Stratford

T

hroughout its thousand-year history stained glass has delighted and
informed those who gaze in wonder at the “poor man’s bible” of church
windows. Whether by the addition of metallic salts during the manufacture
of the glass or by colours painted on and fused in a kiln, the resultant mediaeval
stained glass in cathedrals such as Chartres or Canterbury is quite breathtaking
(although Thomas Cromwell of recent stage and TV popularity ensured that very
little mediaeval glass would survive after his lifetime).
There has, of course, been a rebirth of stained glass manufacture and Holy
Trinity Church in Stratford has many fine examples of 19th century glass (as well
as one or two tiny samples of mediaeval glass that Cromwell’s vandals missed).
Stratford’s Vicar, the Revd Patrick Taylor, has obtained a totally unique example
of what is sometimes called “Anglican-clerical” (also known as “Retina”) stained
glass measuring about 300 square centimetres. Oriental in origin, and made
from centuries-old materials, the unique 21st century staining of this glass shows
considerable digital skills which Patrick will be very happy to show to any person
who is interested. Ideal time to view this unique example of stained glass is on
the morning of the seventh Wednesday of Lent. You’d be a fool not to!
COLIN McDOWALL

Swan Business Park, Avenue Farm Industrial Estate
Birmingham Road, Stratford-upon-Avon CV37 OHS
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TRINITY PLAYERS PRESENT

ANDROMEDA
Recreated from Euripides Play
By Frank Beetham

Guild Chapel, Stratford-upon-Avon
May 16 2015, 4.30pm and 7.30pm
Tickets from Holy Trinity Church Shop
Tel: 268484; £7 and £5 for Students

THE Easter Bunny tradition
made its way to America
in the 18th Century. It is
believed to have originated
in Europe where it was
actually the Easter Hare.
The tallest Easter egg ever
made was in Italy in 2011.
At 10.39 metres and
7,200kg, it was taller than
a giraffe and heavier than
an elephant.
The first chocolate Easter
egg produced in this country was by Fry’s of Bristol
in 1873.
To help those in need, egg
farmers in America are
donating more than eleven
million eggs
to food banks
across the nation.
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Diary
What’s on in April

Wednesdays April 1,8,15,22,29
Holy Trinity Church
1.00pm: SOUNDBITES! FREE 30-minute musical treat to suit all tastes.
Refreshments served from 12.30pm
Wednesday April 8
1 Chestnut Walk
8.00pm Novel Theology — Narrow Road to the Deep North
Saturday April 11
Parish Centre
7.30pm: Saturday Night in the Lounge — Come and listen to (or join in) the
reading of a Shakespeare play. Admission free
Wednesday April 15
2.00pm: Churchwomen’s Group (See also Page 39)

Parish Centre

Friday April 17
Parish Centre
2.00pm: Click and Chatter — chat as you work on your favourite craft
Sunday April 19
11.30am: Annual Parochial Church Meeting

Parish Centre

Thursday April 23
Holy Trinity Church
Coffee, Cake & Sonnets — Celebrating the Bard’s birthday. Admission free

COMING IN MAY: Another chance to see Andromeda
In 2012 Trinity Players gave the first performance of Andromeda, a short play based on 40
or so surviving fragments of one by Euripides, first performed in 412 BC in the theatre of
Dionysus in Athens. We commissioned a musical score from Sam Bridges, then just about to
enter KES Sixth Form. Sadly the author, Frank Beetham, Greek scholar, author and much
loved teacher, died in September, but in his final weeks he revised the parts of his play with
which he had never been quite satisfied, and was delighted to hear that Trinity Players would
perform the new version. This time we present Andromeda in the Guild Chapel on 16 May in
memory of Frank and in support of the Friends of the Guild Chapel. See advert on Page 33

Listings correct at the time of going to press. For the very latest
information be sure to check out the What’s On pages and Upcoming
Events section on the new-look Holy Trinity Church website:

www.stratford-upon-avon.org/events/calendar
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The Agony And The Ecstasy
May’s Choice For Faith in Film
THE choice of Charlton Heston to play the Renaissance artist Michelangelo was rather criticised by
some when The Agony And The Ecstasy was
released in 1965. But repeated viewings show that
Heston was very well cast indeed, with his height
alone giving him huge screen power, plus an anger
that feels the equivalent of Michelangelo’s own
height, physical and artistic power, and not least his
own anger and impatience, mostly brought about by
his inability to say no to well paying commissions.
Directed by English director Carol Reed (the uncle of
Oliver Reed), and based, in part, on the novel of the
same name by Irving Stone, this film is a masterpiece of commercial cinema that
was not afraid of trying to connect Michelangelo’s massive fresco on the ceiling of
the Sistine Chapel, with cinema itself. And the film’s largeness of subject — the
painting of that ceiling — and the observation of the artist undergoing a breakdown, is done with style and sweat. That alone is a great link.
Rex Harrison’s portrayal of Pope Julius II is also a great study in impatience, with
his desperate need to get the work done before his reputation is destroyed by rival
Vatican factions. The acting of both Heston and Harrison is superb, with Harrison’s
own demons creating a character that is one of the best film portrayals of the
1960s.
The Agony And The Ecstasy is a film that doesn’t pull its punches in portraying the
ills and the love of the human race, with the Devil and Jesus Christ at its heart.
Join us on the 17th May at 7.30pm in the Parish Centre.
Steve Newman
There is no Faith in Film in April
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Do try this at home
As promised last month…

Lemon meringue pie
just like mother used to make!

Make the pastry (or buy some).
8 oz plain flour
4 oz unsalted butter
1 oz lard and 3 mean tablespoons of
water.
Rest for 30 minutes in the refrigerator.
Filling
Grated zest and juice of 3 lemons
45g/ 1.5 oz cornflour
300 ml/10 fl.oz water
3 large egg yolks
85g/3 oz caster sugar
55g/2 oz unsalted butter cut into
small pieces
Merinque
3 large egg whites
110g/4 oz caster sugar
Pre-heat oven to 190 C (375 F), gas
5. Line 9” tart tin and chill. Bake blind
for 15 minutes, remove beans and

By ANN
MORRIS

return to oven for 5 minutes. Remove
from oven, turn heat down to 180 C
(350 F), gas 4.
Put lemon zest and juice into a bowl
over hot water. Add cornflour and
whisk in with 2 tablespoons of the
water until smooth. Bring remaining
water to the boil, add to the lemon
mixture and keep whisking over
simmering water until the mixture is
thick and bubbling.
Remove from the heat and whisk in
sugar, butter and egg yolk. Leave to
cool slightly and make meringue.
Whisk egg whites until stiff, scatter in
one third of the sugar, whisk until stiff.
Fold in another one third of the sugar
with metal spoon. Spread lemon
mixture over pastry. Pile on meringue
and sprinkle with remaining sugar.
Bake for 15-20 minutes. Eat warm or
cold with single cream.

Ann

A vicar known for his lengthy sermons noticed a man get up and
leave during the middle of his message. The man returned just
before the conclusion of the service. Afterwards the pastor asked
the man where he had gone. "I went to get a haircut," was the
reply. "But," said the vicar, "why didn't you do that before the
service?" "Because," the gentleman said, "I didn't need one then."
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FROM THE
REGISTERS
Funerals
March 2
Irene Barratt 93
March 13
Josephine Tookey 70
March 17
William George Russell 92
March 17
Douglas Albert Wills 85
March 26
Ralph Herbert Smith 89
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Confirmation Course
BISHOP CHRISTOPHER will conduct a
Confirmation Service for new candidates at
Holy Trinity on Sunday May 17 at 6.00pm.
If you have a youngster aged 13-18 who
feels ready to commit to being a confirmed
Christian, please pass on his or her details
to David White, telephone 01789 292424,
email: chalkie.white@yahoo.com; speak
to one of the clergy or contact the Parish
Office.
Supported by the
clergy team, the
course will run in
the Parish Centre
on Tuesdays from
4.30 to 6.00pm. The
first session has
been held, but it is
not too late to join
the course which will
continue after the
Easter break from
April 14 to May 12.

Confirmation 2009

A memorable journey in the footsteps of St. Francis...

A

Trinity Ladies

t our meeting on February18,
the Revd Canon David Ellis
and his wife Barbara were with
us to tell of their pilgrimage to Assisi,
along with other pilgrims of all denominations. The trip was in 1988 and the
cost, excluding travel, just £35 per
person.
In lovely weather they walked about
1,000 miles around Assisi—the birthplace of St. Francis — camping along
the way. Watching the DVD they had
made from slides taken on the trip —
complete with music and commentary
— we could easily have been on that
memorable journey with them. A year
later they returned to see all the parts
they missed the first time!
For the pilgrimage the party was split
into groups of 18, aged between 17
and 75. For ten days they lived as
St Francis would have done, sleeping
and eating in monasteries and sharing
communion. In a building where
St. Francis worshipped they heard,
sung in French, the Easter hymn All
Creatures of Our God and King based

Barbara and David Ellis below a panorama of Assisi

on a poem written by St. Francis.
Later they joined with the locals as
they danced in the village square.
At the end of the pilgrimage 320 people shared a wonderful barbecue on a
hill overlooking Assisi. What a journey!
And a reminder, too, of The St Francis
Prayer that has become so familiar to
us through Sebastian Temple’s hymn
Make Me a Channel of Your Peace.
* At our March meeting we once
again enjoyed delicious cakes and
tea at our Charity
Tea Party and raised
£143. 50p to support
the work of this year’s
chosen charity, the
British Heart Foundation.
Ann Morris
Group Leader
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From the EDITORIAL Team

P

The Holy
Trinity Team

erhaps this month’s cover represents Colin
and Pat’s swan song after a decade on the
editorial team. According to legend, a swan’s
final song is its sweetest before demise, but
only Trinity Times readers can decide if that’s true.

Revd
Patrick
Taylor

Someone asked, “How do parish magazine editors
know the best time to retire?” and the answer has to be
that they’ll know instinctively that the best time is just
before the readers think it is.

Vicar

Perhaps, more importantly, the best time to go is also
when you know you have excellent successors such as
Hilary and Steve Newman.
This Easter magazine is a double issue covering two
months, so its new editorial team will be looking forward
to receiving contributions for the next (June) edition well
before Wednesday May 20. A Very Happy Easter from
the old team… and the new:
Carolyn
Edward
Hilary
Steve
Doreen Lees
Brian Vince

550964
290687
296771
296771
268667
299510

ubermutt@hotmail.com
edward@mulryne.com
hilnewman1945@gmail.com
stevenewman.newman@gmail.com
Magazine distribution/subscriptions
brian@vince51.fsnet.co.uk (Advertising}

Traditionally newspaper and magazine editorials are left
unsigned. But I can reveal that Colin has written every
brilliant one over the past 10 years. He has also come
up with every “And Finally” joke. Well, nobody can be
good at everything!!
Pat

Revd
Dr Steve
Bate
Associate
Vicar

Rachel
Saum
Pioneer
Lay Minister

Revd
Nicki
Chatterton
Curate

And finally...

ASSISTANT
MINISTERS (Honorary)

A vicar was planning an Easter pilgrimage to the Holy
Land and was aghast when he found it would cost him
£50 an hour to rent a boat on the Sea of Galilee. He
protested to the travel agent that the cost was ridiculous. “That might be true,” replied the travel agent,
“but you have to take into account that the Sea of
Galilee is water on which our Lord himself walked.”

Revd Neville Beamer
Revd Canon Andrew Dow
Revd Canon David Ellis
Revd Canon John Graty
Revd Diane Patterson
Revd Jenny Rowland
Revd Margaret Sweet
Revd Graham Wilcox
Revd Tony Boyd–
Williams
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“Well, at £50 an hour for a boat, I am not surprised!”

PARISH CONTACTS
CLERGY:
Vicar
Associate Vicar
Pioneer Lay Minister
Curate
Assistant Ministers (Hon.)

CHURCH:
Director of Music
Head Verger
Verger
Verger
Gift Shop
PARISH OFFICE:
Parish Secretary
Bookkeeper
Parish Assistant
CHURCH WARDENS:

Pro-Warden, All Saints’
Pro-Warden, All Saints’
Pro-Warden, St. Helen’s
Pro-Warden St. Helen’s
Baptism Team
Bell Ringers
Bereavement visitors
Stratford Convalescent Home
Safeguarding Administrator
Churchwomen’s Group
Electoral Roll Officer
Friends of the Music
Friends of Shakespeare’s Church
Holy Trinity in the Community
Junior Church
Lay Chaplains
Parish Information Officer
Parish Prayer Diary
PCC Secretary
PCC Treasurer
School Assembly Ministry
Small Groups Ministry
Stewardship Officer/Secretary
Stratford Churches Together
St Joseph’s Homestead Trust
Sunday Coffee
Trinity Players
Trinity Tots
Welcome Team
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The Parish Office, Old Town, Stratford-upon-Avon CV37 6BG
Email: office@stratford-upon-avon.org TEL: 01789 266316

The Revd Patrick Taylor
The Revd Dr Stephen Bate
Rachel Saum
The Revd Nicki Chatterton
The Revd Margaret Sweet
The Revd Neville Beamer
The Revd Tony Boyd-Williams
The Revd Canon Andrew Dow
The Revd Canon John Graty
The Revd Diane Patterson
The Revd Graham Wilcox
The Revd Canon David Ellis
The Revd Jenny Rowland

508155
299195
07815793625
07769871237
297395
263435
290488
417852
298856
266453
551759
269409
415548

Benedict Wilson
Carolyn Smith
Nigel Penn
Pauline Day
Rob Craven, Kevin Tomes

266316
266316
266316
266316
268484

Rosie Blumire
Wendy Steinheimer
Kevin Tomes

266316
266316
266316

Jane Hornby
Lynne McCarthy
Mike Warrillow
John Cohen
Jane Beeley
Roger Dopson
Ann Simons
Pauline Newbury
Rachel Saum
Charles Wilson
Gina Lodge
Anne Grey
Mike Warrillow
Ann Morris
Tim Raistrick
Jane Hornby
Jonathan Drake
Mike Milburn
Sherron Guise
Andrea Blood
Patrick Pilton
Andrea Blood
Kath Parrington
Anthony Woollard
Val Milburn
The Revd Dr Stephen Bate
Chris Kennedy
Sarah Gretton
and Jane Armitage
Chris Cornford
Christine Cottrell
Ursula Russell
Val and Steve Bate
Hilary Newman
and Helen Warrillow

263966
01926 642054
298928
01926842751
269618
266610
261558
415603
07815793625
295467
204850
415022
298928
266226
509885
263966
290128
262264
551086
266825
294423
266825
268492
204923
262264
299195
299785
205820
297652
295066
204273
204923
299195
296771
298928

“Almighty
Father, look
with mercy
on this your
family for
which our
Lord Jesus
Christ was
content to
be betrayed
and given
up into the
hands of
sinners and
to suffer
death upon
the cross,
who is alive
and glorified
with you
and the
Holy Spirit,
one God,
now and
for ever”

Trinity Times

is published 10
times a year by
Holy Trinity Parochial
Church Council and
printed in the

PARISH OFFICE

Mothering
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The third
Sunday
service at
Rosebird
attracted
more than
80 on
Mothering
Sunday,
evenly
split
between
adults and
children.

FOODBANK MANAGER
We are looking to recruit a part-time manager to oversee the operation and the
continued development of the Stratford-upon-Avon Foodbank. The role requires
16 flexible hours per week and the successful applicant will need to demonstrate
the following:


Ability to plan, organise and manage

Good IT skills

Strong communication skills, both oral and written

Ability to work within a dedicated team

Have own car and current driving licence
The applicant needs to be self-motivating with an ability to work on his or her own
initiative; embody the values of the Stratford-upon-Avon Foodbank and also value
all who come in contact with the Foodbank. The applicant needs to have experience of working with or managing volunteers. Salary is dependent on experience,
but circa £26,000 (full-time equivalent).
For further details and to apply for the position, please send your cv and a letter
stating why you want this role and what you feel you could contribute to it, to:
Patrick Pilton, Foodbank Secretary, Holy Trinity Parish Centre, Old Town, Stratfordupon-Avon, CV37 6BG. Closing date: Wednesday April 15.
Stratford-upon-Avon Foodbank is a Trussell Trust Foodbank
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Our Director of Music introduces a new

The
Choir

We’ve plenty
The long-awaited Holy Trinity Choir CD
is now available to pre-order! To be
released in mid-April, you can pre-order
your copy by filling out the form found on
the following page and returning it to the
Parish Office. Robert and Christopher
Kingdom and Edward Mulryne wrote
great accounts of the recording process
in the February Trinity Times, but I can
now shed light on what you will be able to
listen to!
By BENEDICT WILSON

In recording:
Benedict,
leading from
the front and,
right,Tim
Raistrick who
also wrote
the Choir’s
history for the
CD’s booklet

T

he CD consists solely of English
pieces, choral and organ, and ranges
from plainchant, through liturgical music
of the Reformation and Restoration, to
contemporary works. As well as including
performances by the whole choir, there
are a number of solo roles featured on
the CD: Juliette Carter sings O taste and
see by Vaughan Williams, Christopher
Kingdom and Theo Sampson sing the
solo verses in Byrd’s Teach me, O Lord,
and Stephen Dodsworth and I play Tomkins’s A Fancy for Two to Play. My sister,
Eleanor, also has a small solo role, in
Whitbourn’s Give us the wings of faith!
Other works featured on the CD include:
Tallis’s If ye love me; Almighty and everlasting God by Gibbons; Stainer’s God so
loved the world; Stanford’s Magnificat and
Nunc Dimittis in C; Fear no more the heat
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choral CD recorded in Holy Trinity

to sing about!

The
Cho
ir

A Year at Shakespeare’s Church: English Choral
Music sung by the Choir of Holy Trinity Church

o’ the sun by John Cook; Leighton’s
Solus ad victimam and God be in my
head by John Rutter.
The CD costs just £10 and, as well as
receiving a disc packed full of beautifully
and musically performed music, you will
also get a full-to-bursting CD booklet.
Inside, you will be able to read not only
the texts of the pieces recorded, but also
detailed programme notes written by
the new music scholars at Holy Trinity.
Tim Raistrick provides a thorough, yet
concise, account of the history of the
Choir, and the organ specification, and
photographs taken by William Mulryne
are also included.

I am personally thrilled with the results of
the CD and know you will be also. For
me, it perfectly sums up the Choir’s
extraordinary dedication and commitment not only to Holy Trinity Church, but
also in wanting to make top-notch music.
This CD would make an ideal birthday or
Christmas present, so get pre-ordering
(there’s no maximum limit!)! So turn to
the next page.
The CD was recorded at Holy Trinity over
two full days at the beginning of January
and produced for Priory Records by Neil
Collier. Priory is the largest producer of
church music in the UK with an unparalleled history of successful recordings
over 30 years, throughout the world.
iii

A Year at
Shakespeare’s
Church

English Choral Music Sung by the

Choir of Holy Trinity Church
Be the first to own this beautiful collection recorded in our historic church
Not the actual CD sleeve

