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The Parish Eucharist 
4th January 2026 

Epiphany Sunday 

 

The 5pm Service today is Holy Communion (Traditional) 

 

VOLUNTARY               
        
     Prayer on screen during Voluntary 
 

What can I bring to the King of kings? 
 I offer my heart, myself, my talents, my time. 

 Lord, take my gifts and use them. 
 Take who I am and make me more like you. 

 Take what I offer and turn it to gold. 
Amen 

 

THE GATHERING 
 

Informal Welcome 
 
 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN                                                                                Dix 

NEH 47 

 
1 As with gladness men of old  
did the guiding star behold, 
as with joy they hailed its light, 
leading onward, beaming bright, 
so, most gracious God, may we 
evermore be led to thee. 

 
2 As with joyful steps they sped, 
to that lowly manger-bed, 
there to bend the knee before 
him whom heaven and earth adore, 
so may we with willing feet 
ever seek thy mercy-seat. 
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3 As they offered gifts most rare 
at that manger rude and bare, 
so may we with holy joy, 
pure, and free from sin’s alloy, 
all our costliest treasures bring, 
Christ, to thee our heavenly King. 

 
4 Holy Jesu, every day 
keep us in the narrow way; 
and, when earthly things are past, 
bring our ransomed souls at last 
where they need no star to guide, 
where no clouds thy glory hide. 

 
5 In the heavenly country bright 
need they no created light; 
thou its Light, its Joy, its Crown, 
thou its Sun which goes not down: 
There for ever may we sing 
alleluyas to our King. 

 
THE GREETING 
 
President In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 
All       Amen. 
 
President  From the One who is, who was,  
   and who has come to dwell among us,  
   grace, mercy and peace be with you. 
All       And also with you. 
 
President  Please be seated. 
 

The President gives an informal introduction 
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PRAYER OF PREPARATION 
 
All   God of light,  
   we look around  
   and we see your brightness shining: 
   shining in the dark places,  
   shining in the forgotten places,  
   shining with power, warmth, and grace. 
   Shine on us today,  
   and help us be prepared 
   to shine your light for others. 
   Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF PENITENCE  

 
Deacon As we kneel with the wise men  
 before the newborn Christ child,  
 let us open our hearts to receive  
 God's healing and forgiveness. 
 

President  Abundant God, 
   forgive us when we are jealous of the gifts of others 
   and fear being deemed less important: 
   Lord, have mercy. 
All   Lord, have mercy. 
 
President  Forgive us when we do not shine our light to others 
   and do not rise up and confront the dark corners  
   of our world: 

Christ, have mercy. 
All   Christ, have mercy. 
 
President  Forgive us when the treasures you have entrusted to us 
   stay in our treasure chests and are not shared: 
   Lord, have mercy. 
All   Lord, have mercy. 
 
President  May the God of light and healing 
   who loved the world so much 
   that he sent his Son to be our Saviour 
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   forgive you your sins † 
   and make you holy to serve him in the world, 
   through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All   Amen. 
 

President         We stand to sing our Song of Glory 
 

SONG OF GLORY 
Light Of The World by Tim Hughes 
 

  1 Light of the world 
  You stepped down into darkness 
  Opened my eyes, Let me see 
  Beauty that made this heart adore you 
  Hope of a life spent with you 
 
  Here I am to worship 
  Here I am to bow down 
  Here I am to say that you're my God 
  You're altogether lovely 
  Altogether worthy 
  Altogether wonderful to me 
  
  2 King of all days 
  So highly exalted 
  Glorious in heaven above 
  Humbly you came to the earth you created 
  All for love's sake became poor  
  (Here I am…) 

 

THE COLLECT 

Creator of the heavens, 
who led the Magi by a star 
to worship the Christ-child: 
guide and sustain us, 
that we may find our journey’s end 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All    Amen. 
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President  Please be seated 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
        

GOSPEL READING (‘Shout out Story’ Style) 

 
Deacon  Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  

according to Matthew. 
All (said)  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Matthew 2.1–12, with the following responses: 
 
Star  - Twinkling with fingers 
King - “Hooray!” 
Herod - “Boo" 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord 

All (said)  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON  The Rev. Patrick Taylor 

 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
 

Deacon In the power of the Holy Spirit, let us present our  
 intercessions to the Father in the name of his Son, 
  Emmanuel, God-with-us. 
 

Please kneel or sit 
 
At the end of each section the following response is used: 
 

Lord of glory, 
All May your light shine on them. 
 

The prayers conclude with the following: 
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 Rejoicing in the fellowship of wise men, shepherds and  
 angels, and of the Blessed Virgin Mary and Saint Joseph, 
 we commend ourselves and all people 
 to your unfailing love. 

Merciful Father, 
All accept these prayers 
 for the sake of your Son,  
 our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
 Amen. 
 

 
THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT 

Please stand 
 

THE PEACE 
 
   Our Saviour Christ is the Prince of Peace. 
   Of the increase of his government and of peace  
   there shall be no end 
 
President  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
All     And also with you. 
 
Deacon  Let us offer one another a sign of Christ’s peace. 

 
OFFERTORY HYMN                  Was Lebet 
NEH 52 

1 O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness! 
Bow down before him, his glory proclaim; 
with gold of obedience, and incense of lowliness, 
kneel and adore him, the Lord is his name! 

 
2 Low at his feet lay thy burden of carefulness, 
high on his heart he will bear it for thee, 
comfort thy sorrows, and answer thy prayerfulness, 
guiding thy steps as may best for thee be. 
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3 Fear not to enter his courts in the slenderness 
of the poor wealth thou wouldst reckon as thine: 
truth in its beauty, and love in its tenderness, 
these are the offerings to lay on his shrine. 

 
4 These, though we bring them in trembling and fearfulness, 
he will accept for the name that is dear; 
mornings of joy give for evenings of tearfulness, 
trust for our trembling and hope for our fear. 

 
5 O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness! 
Bow down before him, his glory proclaim; 
with gold of obedience, and incense of lowliness, 
kneel and adore him, the Lord is his name! 

 

 
PREPARATION OF THE TABLE  
 

Lord, accept your people’s gifts, 
not gold, frankincense or myrrh, 
but hearts and voices raised in praise of Jesus Christ, 
our light and our salvation. 

All      Amen. 

 
THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 
President        The Lord be with you. 
All              And also with you. 
 
President        Lift up your hearts. 
All              We lift them to the Lord. 
 
President        Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All                  It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

All honour and praise be yours always and everywhere, 
mighty Creator, everliving God, 
through Jesus Christ your only Son our Lord: 
for at this time we celebrate your glory 
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made present in our midst. 
In the coming of the Magi 
the King of all the world was revealed to the nations. 
In the waters of baptism 
Jesus was revealed as the Christ, 
the Saviour sent to redeem us. 
In the water made wine 
the new creation was revealed at the wedding feast. 
Poverty was turned to riches, sorrow into joy. 
Therefore with all the angels of heaven 
we lift our voices to proclaim the glory of your name 
and sing our joyful hymn of praise: 
 

SANCTUS & BENEDICTUS            Mass of St Thomas

      
              Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

     God of power and might, 
    heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
    Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Please kneel or sit 
 
 
 

     Accept our praises, heavenly Father, 
through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
and as we follow his example and obey his command, 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit 
these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us his body and his blood; 
who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 
In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
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he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me. 
 
Therefore, heavenly Father, 
we remember his offering of himself 
made once for all upon the cross; 
we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; 
we look for the coming of your kingdom, 
and with this bread and this cup 
we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord. 

 
Great is the mystery of faith 

All      Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 
 

Accept through him, our great high priest, 
this our sacrifice of thanks and praise, 
and as we eat and drink these holy gifts 
in the presence of your divine majesty, 
renew us by your Spirit, 
inspire us with your love 
and unite us in the body of your Son,Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Through him, and with him, and in him, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
with all who stand before you in earth and heaven, 
we worship you, Father almighty, 
in songs of everlasting praise: 
 

All     Blessing and honour and glory and power 
be yours for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
Please sit or kneel as the President bows  
and the Sanctus bell is rung three times 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

The President introduces the Lord’s Prayer 
 
All    Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever.   
Amen. 

 
 

BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 

The President breaks the consecrated bread 
 
President  We break this bread 
      to share in the body of Christ. 
All    Though we are many, we are one body, 
    because we all share in one bread. 

 
THE INVITATION 

 
The President invites the people to receive Holy Communion 

 
President  Behold the Lamb of God, 
      Jesus our Emmanuel 
      who takes away the sin of the world. 
All      Lord I am not worthy to receive you, 
      but only say the word and I shall be made whole. 
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AGNUS DEI                                                           Mass of St Thomas                     
       

    Lamb of God, 
   you take away the sin of the world, 
   have mercy on us. 
 
   Lamb of God, 
   you take away the sin of the world, 
   have mercy on us. 
 
   Lamb of God, 
   you take away the sin of the world, 
   grant us peace. 

 
The President and people receive Communion or a blessing. 

Please come to a communion station when indicated by a Warden. 
 

ANTHEM                          No small wonder   Paul Edwards 

No small wonder 

Small wonder the star, small wonder the light,  
the angels in chorus, the shepherds in fright;  

but stable and manger for God - no small wonder! 
 

Small wonder the kings, small wonder they bore  
the gold and the incense, the myrrh to adore;  

but God gives his life on a cross - no small wonder! 
 

Small wonder the love, small wonder the grace,  
the power, the glory, the light of his face;  

but all to redeem my poor heart - no small wonder! 

COMMUNION HYMN                                      

NEH 48 Bethlehem of noblest cities.  
 

1 Bethlehem, of noblest cities 

None can once with thee compare; 
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Thou alone the Lord from heaven 

Didst for us incarnate bear. 
 

2 Fairer than the sun at morning 

Was the star that told his birth; 
To the lands their God announcing, 
Seen in fleshly form on earth. 
 

3 By its lambent beauty guided 

See the eastern kings appear; 
See them bend, their gifts to offer, 
Gifts of incense, gold and myrrh. 
 

4 Solemn things of mystic meaning: 
Incense doth the God disclose, 
Gold a royal child proclaimeth, 
Myrrh a future tomb foreshows. 
 

5 Holy Jesu, in thy brightness 

To the Gentile world displayed, 
With the Father and the Spirit 
Endless praise to thee be paid. Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

Lord God, 
the bright splendour whom the nations seek: 
may we who with the wise men  
have been drawn by your light 
discern the glory of your presence in your Son, 
the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All   Amen. 
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THE DISMISSAL 

 
The notices 

 

THE BLESSING 
Please stand 

 
President  The Lord be with you. 
All   And also with you. 
 
President  May God the Father 
 who led the wise men by the shining of a star 
 to find the Christ, the Light from Light, 

lead you also in your pilgrimage to find the Lord. 
All  Amen. 
 
President  May God the Son 
 who turned water into wine at the wedding feast at Cana, 
 transform your lives and make glad your hearts. 
All  Amen. 
 
President  May God the Holy Spirit, 
 who came upon the beloved Son 
 at his baptism in the river Jordan, 
 pour out his gifts on you 
 who have come to the waters of new birth. 
All  Amen. 
 
 

President  And the blessing of God almighty, † 
 the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
 be among you and remain with you always. 
All  Amen. 
 
       

RECESSIONAL HYMN       Three Kings Of Orient 

  HON 724   
                

1 We three kings of Orient are, 
bearing gifts we traverse afar 
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field and fountain, moor and mountain,  
following yonder star: 

 
Refrain:  
O star of wonder, star of night,  
star with royal beauty bright,  
westward leading, still proceeding,  
guide us to thy perfect light.  

 
2 Born a king on Bethlehem's plain,  
gold I bring to crown him again,  
king forever, ceasing never  
over us all to reign: (Refrain) 

 
3 Frankincense to offer have I,  
incense owns a deity nigh;  
prayer and praising, gladly raising,  
worship him, God most high: (Refrain) 

 
4 Myrrh is mine, its bitter perfume  
breathes a life of gathering gloom;  
sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying,  
sealed in the stone-cold tomb: (Refrain) 

 
5 Glorious now behold him arise, 
king and God and sacrifice. 
alleluia, alleluia, 
earth to heave’n replies: (Refrain) 

 
 

Deacon   We have seen his glory 
      the glory revealed to all nations. 
 

      Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
All     In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 
 

VOLUNTARY                     


